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LOCAL 

CONTACTS 


North West 

Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL11DY 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

info@boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 

Hyndburn Against Racism 

Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 

Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L11ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 

waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 

Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3YU 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unite Against Fascism 

yorkuaf@hotmail.co.uk 


London 

Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 
Tel: 07759 660230 

Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 


Eastern 

Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N11AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


East Midlands 

Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 UR 


Redbridge and Epping Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660230 


North East 

Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 

Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 


West Midlands 

Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 


Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 


Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


twafa@twafa.org.uk 


South East 


Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 


To get your group’s details 
included on this list in future 
editions of the magazine 
please contact Searchlight. 
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Editorial 


Against terror and racism 

July has been dominated by one news event above all 
others, the London bombings which killed over 50 
people and maimed many more. Apart from the obvious 
fact that these bombings will have only bolstered 
racism, there are other reasons that mean that anti¬ 
fascists have a great interest in the issue. 

The political Islamists who carried out the bombings 
have a lot in common with the fascists of the British 
National Party and other similar organisations, as we 
explain in these pages. So much in fact that the last 
time a bombing in London killed people, it was carried 
out by a former BNP member. While they would no 
doubt like to see themselves as opponents, in fact 
these groups offer the same antisemitic world 
conspiracy theory to their followers in place of a 
political explanation. The hatemongers also play 
precisely the same role in their own communities; 
fomenting communalism and railing against the 
cosmopolitan nature of our cities which they believe 
embodies everything they are opposed to. 

The only way that racial divisions can be defeated is 
by combating the racism that creates the divisions in the 
first place. This means that we need to shake people out 
of the complacency which allows the BNP to organise in 
our communities in the name of “white" people. It also 
means that those who preach hatred among Muslims 


must no longer be tolerated either. 

Bombings, like racial attacks, are the end result of a 
political odyssey of hate. It starts with leaflets and the 
internet, with material that could easily be dismissed 
- and often is by the authorities - as the ravings of 
madmen. But the reality is that these small sects on 
the fringes of society provide the catalyst for 
unbalanced individuals to turn the words of hate into 
deeds. We ask again, when will the government take 
action against the websites of hate, particularly the 
Redwatch site, which targets anti-fascists by printing 
their personal details? 

Death of a fiihrer 

The death of former BNP leader John Tyndall marks the 
end of an era. A pompous old-style imperialist, Tyndall 
was a Hitlerite who spent his life trying to win the 
British people over to his evil ideas. He died a bitter 
man, two days before he was due to appear in court on 
race hate charges. His own party, the BNP, had turned 
on him forcing him out of its leadership. However, he 
never gave up his hope of being fiihrer and leading the 
party again. The fact that Nick Griffin and the BNP 
claim him as theirs after destroying him shows there 
are no depths to which they will not stoop, even among 
their own. 
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In the wake of the 
London bombings 

Time to assert anti-racism over communalism 


By Nick Lowles and Steve Silver 

The reverberations of the four explosions 
that were set off on tube trains and a bus 
in London will be felt well beyond 7 July. 

How people and organisations respond to 
the murderous events over the coming period 
will have tremendous significance for ail those 
of us engaged in combating racism and 
fascism in Britain today. 


CCTV image 
of the four 
London 
bombers 
arriving at 
Luton station 
on the 
morning of 
7 July. Left to 
right: Hasib 
Hussain, 
Jermaine 
Lindsay, 
Mohammed 
Sidique Khan 
(light cap) 
and Shehzad 
Tanweer 


A s soon as news of the explosions broke and it 
became clear that it was the work of terrorists 
professing to be carrying out their actions in the 
name of Islam, it was obvious that Britain’s Asian 
bommunity would come under attack. While the 
media talk of a backlash against Muslims because of 
the events, in reality the events are an excuse for racists 
to attack any Asians. After all, unless someone is dressed 
in clearly identifiable religious garb - and most adherents 
of most religions do not dress that way in Britain - then 
racists have difficulty distinguishing a Muslim from a 
Hindu or a Sikh. As we go to press we have already 
witnessed one racist murder and there is real tension 
between Asian and white youths in some localities. 

While terrorism is often perceived as originating from 
outside society - usually from abroad - the truth is that 
terrorism is generally domestic in origin. This was the 
case with last month’s suicide bombers. It was also the 
case with the last bombing in London that killed people. 
In April 1999 David Copeland, a former British National 
Party member, killed three people and maimed and 
injured many more when he set off a bomb in the 
Admiral Duncan pub, a popular gay venue. It was 
the third in a series of bombs targeted at minorities. 

What was particularly shocking for people in last 
month’s bombings was the fact that such heinous 
crimes could be carried out by British citizens, prepared 
to die for their cause, the first time any crime of this 
nature has been carried out on British soil. 


Ideologies of hate lead to actions of hate 

What motivated the suicide bombers psychologically we 
shall never know. We know in the case of Copeland - 
because he was able to talk after the atrocities that he 
carried out - that he was a seriously disturbed individual 
with a number of personal gripes. This much was 
established in interviews with him by psychiatrists and 
the police. However, psychological explanations could 
not offer an adequate explanation of Copeland’s 
bombings, which were carried out to further the fascist 
cause, and neither can they explain those of 7 luly, 
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which were carried out to further the cause of Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

What we do know, whether it be Copeland or the 
suicide bombers, is that they were all influenced by a 
hate-filled ideology that motivated them to take 
murderous action. 

As we have argued many times in Searchlight , 
observers, including those with the power to do 
something, often look at the minuscule fascist groups 
and dismiss their literature as the rhetoric of a small 
fringe organisation. It seems that no amount of 
evidence, such as the seizure of fascist literature at the 
homes of the perpetrators of violence, will convince 
some people that small fascist organisations are not to 
be laughed at because of their crank ideas, but are a 
genuine threat to society. 

Some of the Combat 18 and other extreme nazi 
material around in the 1990s was as laughable as it was 
infantile and few of those who wrote it had any intention 
of carrying out what they preached. But disturbed young 
men who read the material did. Copeland was the 
extreme example, but there were numerous other cases of 
young men carrying out appalling acts of racial violence 
because they had been stirred by literature they had read. 






Two sides of the same coin 

No matter how small an organisation is, its ideas can 
often resonate well beyond its membership or even its 
fellow travellers. This is especially the case when 
there are no other organisations providing more 
sensible explanations; where there is a political 
vacuum. That is why the ideas of both small Islamist 



and small fascist groups influence a considerable 
number of people outside their membership. In the 
case of the BNP this is evident from the fact that even 
in places where it has few members it can often get a 
reasonable vote. 

The BNP has begun to symbolise opposition to a 
multiracial and multicultural society, while Islamic 
fundamentalism articulates alienation and disen¬ 
chantment with a Western society which its adherents 
believe discriminates against them. Yet many of the 
more vocal people who articulate support for these 
groups might never actually have come into physical 
contact with them. 

It is ironic that these people, who would no doubt 
consider themselves diametrically opposed to one 
another, believe in pretty much the same things. 
Both the Islamists and the fascists believe that Western 
governments are under the control of lews through 
Zionism. They also believe that communism and 
capitalism are tools with which the lews control the 
world. They both disseminate the same texts such as 
the Russian tsarist forgery The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion and The International Jew by the US industrialist 
Henry Ford. In Britain there are two main sources for 
these publications, mail order from fascist groups and 
some Islamic bookshops. 

The BNP and Islamist groups also have a symbiotic 
relationship, their activities fuelling each other. 
Racism from organisations such as the BNP, high votes 
for fascists and racist attacks all create a climate in 
which some young Asians in particular feel that they 
are victims of, and in conflict with, wider society. 
In turn, Islamist groups preach that Muslims not only 
face racism in Britain, but are oppressed across the 
world, particularly in Palestine and Iraq. Islamist 
groups encourage their followers not to see 
themselves as British citizens, but as Muslims first, 
which is of course exactly how the BNP and other 
racists want them to be seen. 

The BNP, for its part, points to the extreme Islamist 
groups - which declare themselves the true face of Islam 
- and portrays all Muslims as fanatics, poised at any 
moment either to attack white youths on the street or to 
carry out bombings. 

Moreover, just as the Iraq war and other perceived 
injustices across the world have undoubtedly acted 
as recruiting sergeants for Islamist groups, so we have 
to accept that the fundamentalist cleric Omar Bakri 
Mohammed and his ilk are recruiting sergeants for 
the BNP. His recent comments that the London 
bombings were the fault of ALL British people were 
clearly an attempt to cause a hostile reaction among 
the white population and so deepen the rift between 
communities. The BNP and other fascist organisations 
clearly will likewise hope that their own literature 
will have a similarly provocative effect on the 
Muslim community. 

Yet in between the BNP and the Islamist groups 
stands the vast majority of white and Asian youth, 
not members or supporters of any form of hate group. 
But the ideas of the bigots fill the political vacuum, 
seeping into mainstream consciousness, even 
becoming dominant ideas in some localities. That is 
why white people need to turn against the BNP and gut 
it in its own constituency, and Muslims need to do 
likewise with the political Islamists. 

The fact is that when fascist groups stir up racial 
hatred, people go on to carry out attacks, their heads 
filled with hate. They might punch an Asian man as they 


Nazi bomber 

David 

Copeland 

(left) with 

the late BNP 

leader 

JohnTyndall 
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leave the pub, or murder someone, or if they are 
disturbed enough, plant a bomb. The same goes for 
Islamist groups, the hate filled-ideas can be dismissed as 
rhetoric and their leaders caricatured by the tabloid 
press, but there will always be some who are led to 
violence through them. 

Asserting anti-racism 

While much of the media only identifies one type of 
religious fundamentalism - Islamic - every religion is 
capable of it and usually has followers who seek to pare 
back to what are perceived to be the fundamentals of the 
religion. However, by turning the process into a political 
cause they bastardise the religion, stripping it of its 
humanitarian values. It would be easy to find Christians 
in the United States, Jews in Israel and Hindus in India, 
for example, who fall into the fundamentalist category 
even though they are a minority within their religion 
and country. 

All faiths have their progressive elements too and one 
of the tasks of anti-racists must surely be to work with 
and support those who are combating the 
fundamentalists within their religions. 

Anti-racism has been under sustained attack in 
Britain for some years now with the politics of 
“diversity” being used as the main device 
successfully to undermine it. In the world of diversity 
faith groups and religion are brought to the fore at 
the expense of tackling racism head on. This has led 
to an increase in the polarisation of communities 
which has manifested itself in an increase in faith- 
based schools and a general undermining of secular 
education. 

Hope over hate 

The next few months and years are going to be very 
difficult for us. While there is a determined will on behalf 
of community leaders and politicians and even the 
media for the bombings not to lead to racist backlash, 
this will inevitably happen. 

Already, the unity created out of the shock and 
horror of 7/7 (and in London it was very real) is 
beginning to crack. The media are already targeting the 
Islamic preachers of hate and blowing out of all 
proportion any shared sentiment with the bombings, 
while the BNP is pushing out hundreds of thousands of 
inflammatory leaflets. 

All this will have an effect. Just as we would all like 
to believe that Britain is a harmonious multicultural 
society, so we all wish to talk up the unity. Yet scratch 
beneath the surface and a nastiness exists. It is this 
nastiness and intolerance that accounted for the 20% 
combined vote for the UKIP and the BNP in the 
European elections. It is among this constituency 
that the bombings will reinforce existing stereotypes 
about immigration and the Muslim community in 
particular. 

To combat this we need to mobilise the other 80% of 
the population that will oppose the extremists. We need 
to point out that the majority of people, regardless of 
their background, want to live in peace without fear and 
hatred. We also need to be honest about the threats we 
face, from which quarter they come, because, as stated 
above, the BNP and Islamic fundamentalism share the 
same mutual goals of separation. 

To achieve all this we need to bring people together, to 
demonstrate a shared interest and future, and this 
means breaking down barriers that divide us and 
reasserting anti-racism in opposition to communalism. 


BNP RESPONSE 



To be brutally frank, this is what the BNP was 
waiting for. Last year a leading BNP officer said 
that an Islamist terrorist bombing in London 
would be good for the BNP. 

When it happened, the BNP lost no time in 
exploiting it. 

Within minutes of the news filtering through, a 
BNP camera team was on the streets of London 
collecting footage that will no doubt appear in 
election DVDs and broadcasts. 

The BNP internet team also went into 
overdrive, churning out all sorts of doomsday 
prophesies and self-congratulation. 

But the worst were the pernicious and crude 
leaflets. The BNP has shed any pretence of 
respectability and is deliberately seeking to 
incite and inflame. 

The leaflet used in the Becontree by-election 
and the national leaflet (above) distributed by 
every branch in the seond half of July are among 
the most extreme the party has produced for 
many years. “Maybe now it’s time to start 
listening to the BNP,” went the headline on the 
four-page Becontree leaflet. The leaflets tarnish 
all Muslims as potential terrorists and in urging, 
“Don’t get mad - get even,” the BNP is clearly 
hoping for more than merely membership 
enquiries. 

In Oldham in 2001, BNP propaganda and 
activists deliberately sought to wind up an 
already volatile situation. While they preached 
tolerance and moderation to the national media, 
on the ground they deliberately stoked the 
flames of racism. The Oldham riot was triggered 
when a dozen football hooligans, many of whom 
were active BNP supporters, attacked Asians 
and their property. 

The BNP want a violent backlash. They want 
communities to turn in on themselves because 
they know only that way they can profit. 

The BNP leaflet in Becontree backfired as 
London was still grieving and there remains a 
clear determination to stand together. But as 
time goes by, and in other parts of the country, 
the shock will turn to anger. 

This will particularly be the case in areas 
where tensions between white and Muslim 
communities already exist. 

We have only seen the beginning of the BNP’s 
racist onslaught and with it the racist backlash. 
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Fascist 



Matthew Collins takes a look at how 
Britain’s smaller fascist groups 
responded to the London bombings. 


National Front 

The National Front did not even issue a press release. Its 
official response may not appear until it can scrape together 
another edition of one of its irregular newspapers. 

Within 24 hours of the bombs, however, some NF 
supporters were talking about a march on the infamous 
Finsbury Park mosque in north London. It failed to 
materialise and was then mooted as a possibility for the 
following week. 

The NF’s irregular main forum sprang to life for 24 hours 
while the members-only forum was more an expression of 
how hopeless the NF’s hardcore membership feel its plight 
is. The NF is suffering from a lack of public recognition and 
support and has gone out of its way in the past two years 
to raise its profile by stunts and controversial marches and 
rallies. There was an air that with no immediate leaflet or 
newspaper, the party had lost an opportunity to capitalise 
on London’s misery. 

Take “Bob” who adopted faux Christian language to write 
[the grammar and spelling are all his own] “ON Thursday 7 
of july , in the year of our lord ,two thousand and five, the 
muslims (sic) relinquished all rights to civilized treatment in 
our society, by perpetrating several horrendous unprovoked 
atrocities against the English people. AS a result the entire 
nation of islam has declared that a state of hostilities now 
exist between the English people , and anyone who follows 
the teachings of islam.” 

This was followed by the usual “told-you-so’s” and cut- 
and-pasted front pages from the national newspapers. One 
poster, who professed a burning hatred for Islam, described 
the NF’s “lack of focus” on making a difference. 

By the Monday, the NF’s main forum had ground to a halt 
again and the few remaining regular posters, lamenting 
their missed “opportunity”, reverted to conspiracy. “The 
number 7 is a magical number in Islam and they [the 
bombers] chose to do the bombing on the anniversary of 
the Bradford riots.” The NF sees the world as solely English. 


Combat 18 

The C18 website also sprung back to life, mainly with long¬ 
time supporters defending themselves against others within 
the nazi movement who went to the website to criticise C18 
over its apparent lack of response. Judging by many of the 
postings on the site, C18 still holds some mythical place in 
the hearts and minds of the rest of the movement, as 
countless posters came on from other forums to vent their 
spleen at the leaderless group. 

Although its moderator already faces prosecution on 
other charges, surprisingly the site allowed a number of 
potentially illegal threats to be posted. Perhaps most 


remarkably, a number of attacks on C18 were allowed too. 
After the weekend following the bombings, the website 
deleted a number of posts that had called for mosques to 
be attacked or bombed. Four major such attacks had been 
reported over the weekend. It was also after the weekend 
that C18 regulars fought back. 

On Monday one wrote, “Action has been taken”, 
continuing, “Only a fool brags about his revenge”. 
This followed days of postings encouraging attacks on 
mosques and Muslims whereever possible. “I punched a 
Paki for the first time today and it felt good” wrote another. 
Others gleefully told or copied from newspapers stories 
about violent incidents. 

By Tuesday, with the names of the dead starting to 
appear and it becoming clear that the bombs killed 
indiscriminately people of all colours and religions, the C18 
site moved its focus away from the bombs themselves and 
began posting the names of Muslim clerics and other 
prominent people in the Muslim community. With no 
political role to play and a history of encouraging senseless 
and “leaderless” violence, the C18 webmaster and others 
linked to the site are keen to keep ignited the small number 
of potential militants. Why the police and Home Office allow 
those behind the site to do so, and for how long it will go 
on, remains a mystery. 


White Nationalist Party/Nationalist Alliance 

The WNP/Nationalist Alliance group made no official 
statement until the Monday after the bombings. It came in 
a report about a weekend meeting at which John Tyndall, 
the BNP founder, had called for Tony Blair to be hanged in 
response to the attacks. The group’s website had not 
previously been updated since early June. 

It is run by the same people who run the C18 site, so 
many of the guestbook postings were exactly the same, but 
in keeping with Tyndall’s notorious conspiracy theories, 
many said it was a Jewish, Mossad-backed attack on the 
capital, not one by Islamic fundamentalists. 


November 9th Society 

Any light relief to be had came as ever from the minuscule 
November 9th group, which also goes under the name 
British Nazi Party. 

Its “National Director” Kevin Quinn, possibly the vainest 
nazi in Britain if not the whole world, put together a video 
montage with the usual prominent picture of himself and 
called for calm among his “mass” followers. There followed Springtime 
pictures lifted from newspapers and reputable sources of the for Hitler: 
scenes of devastation in London, intertwined with pictures of Kevin Quinn 
Nazis from the 1940s marching and shots of Quinn and (right) with 


some other hopeless losers dressed in nazi uniforms. the rest 

According to Quinn, all of his “units” were on “standby” of the 
awaiting the great British people to call on him as their November 
Lord Saviour. 9th Society 
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BNP Becontree campaign 

descends into violence 

The British National Party suffered another setback last month in its top 
London target Barking & Dagenham when it finished a poor second in the 
Becontree ward by-eiection. The BNP had high hopes for Becontree, and for 
the Goresbrook by-election three weeks earlier, but a strong local campaign 
that dwelt heavily on the BNP’s lies, hypocrisy and terrorism and its lack of 
answers for local problems resulted in the party’s support falling away. 

Gerry Gable explains why Becontree was so important and what went wrong 
for the BNP. 


W hen Eddy Butler, the BNP’s claimed election 
genius, analysed the voting figures in the 
European and London Assembly elections of 
June 2004, he discovered that several wards in 
the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, and 
neighbouring Havering, offered the BNP potentially the 
highest votes in the country. As a result Barking and 
Dagenham became the BNP’s main London battleground. 
This was odd in one way as the BNP had no branch in the 
borough and only a handful of paid-up members, if that. 

All the organisation and activists would have to come 
from outside the borough if the BNP was actively to contest 
any by-elections in the two years up to the full council 
elections in May 2006. The BNP also decided it would fight 
both the borough’s constituencies in the general election. 

The party had encouraged Lawrence Rustem, a young 
man who had made a thorough nuisance of himself while a 
student at the University of Greenwich in the 1990s. 
Rustem had joined the BNP in 1997 but most London 
members saw his presence as perverse or undesirable as 
he was half Turkish on his father’s side. 

But senior BNP officers, such as Butler and Tony 
Lecomber, the party’s national development officer, viewed 
Rustem as very loyal, with good reason. Since the early 
1990s, when Rustem was living in Hackney, he had served 
as an infiltrator in a series of anti-fascist and left groups, 
passing information to the BNP 
What had turned this young man into such a dedicated 
nazi may be nearly as hard to fathom as why a young British 
Muslim can suddenly turn into a fanatical fundamentalist 
prepared to kill and die for his beliefs. By the end of the 
1990s not only Rustem but also his father, mother and 
brother were BNP members. John Tyndall, leader of the 
BNP at that time, allowed them to join, against the party’s 
racial stipulations, as a reward for Rustem’s spying. 

Early BNP successes 

By 2004 he was ensconced in Dagenham and ready to 
stand in a by-election in Valence ward on 15 July. The BNP 
threw in a lot of support and he polled a remarkably high 
vote, coming second, out of five candidates, with 31.5%. 
Labour held onto the seat with 41.6%, but this was only 
185 votes ahead of Rustem. The Labour Party had been 
unaware of the potential support that even a half Turkish 
BNP candidate might attract in the borough. 

When the next by-election came up three months later 
in Goresbrook, the BNP had found a genuine local man 


who seemed just the ticket. The party poured resources 
into the ward, stripping activists from party branches and 
groups across London and Essex. Many came from south 
London, East Anglia and neighbouring Havering, led by 
Alan Bailey, a recently convicted thug. Teams of ten or 
more activists canvassed every day and on two occasions 
over 50 activists turned out, some coming from as far 
away as Ulster and Glasgow. 

The BNP also drafted in its secret weapon, Richard 
Barnbrook a former Labour Party member from south 
London. An arts graduate with a middle-class accent - 
though only one suit - and a very high opinion of himself, 
he was just the type of person Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
wanted to spearhead this campaign, which represented the 
party’s best chance of victory in London. It worked. On 16 
September Daniel Kelley topped the poll with 51.9% and 
became the BNP’s first councillor in London since the 
short-lived term of office of Derek Beackon in Tower 
Hamlets in 1993-94. 

The BNP was ecstatic and started thinking it could repeat 
this success throughout the borough and beyond. It also 
proved a shot in the arm to anti-fascists and the other 
political parties. Searchlight stepped up its work in the 
community with most of the political parties and many local 
trade unionists and advised them that they must treat the 
BNP as serious contenders. 

The turnaround starts 

When the next by-election came up three weeks later in 
Village ward, Searchlight and the Labour Party distributed 
tough leaflets exposing the BNP’s outright lies and 
criminality and the hypocrisy of its candidate, which was 
Rustem again. A major feature article in the London 
Evening Standard on the eve of polling day confirmed 
everything the leaflets said and, more telling than anything 
else, exposed the disdain in which Rustem is held by 
other BNP activists. The Standard reporter had gone around 
with the nazi activists during two weeks of the campaign 
posing as a South African BNP supporter and witnessed the 
party’s true face. In a three-way fight Rustem came second 
with 38.5%. Although this was only 151 votes less than 
Labour, it represented the turnaround after the BNP’s 
Goresbrook peak. 

The Village ward campaign was where the BNP’s “Africans 
for Essex” myth first surfaced - the claim that the council 
had conspired with Hackney and Newham councils to give 
African asylum-seekers £50,000 to buy houses in 
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Dagenham. It reappeared during the general election, when 
it was again thoroughly exposed as pure fiction. 

Barnbrook had intended to stand in Dagenham in the 
general election against Jon Cruddas, the popular Labour 
MR After he saw Cruddas’s determination to give the BNP 
a whipping, he backed off and decided to fight Barking 
instead. Rustem was left with the second prize of 
Dagenham and all the party’s activists and money went into 
backing Barnbrook. 

But Griffin’s confidence in Barnbrook turned out to be 
misplaced. Like many BNP activists he had a cupboard full 
of skeletons. First the media picked up his claim on his 
election leaflets to have the support of a range of 
celebrities, from Everton FC to members of the Royal Family 
to the singer Sting, for his work for a tree-planting charity. 

The truth was that as well as Sting, who had the previous 
year accused Barnbrook of conning him, no one on his alleged 
list of patrons had supported him and the charity trustees had 
fired him when they found out he was a BNP officer. 

Then on the eve of polling day, a local journalist revealed 
that Barnbrook had written, co-produced and appeared in a 
gay Marxist soft porn movie in his student days. 

Although the BNP’s election literature was full of lies and 
the public were beginning to find out what a failure 
Councillor Kelley was turning out to be, Barnbrook and the 



BNP leadership still wanted to give the impression that 
despite all the criminal convictions they were just as 
respectable as any other political party. The more violent 
activists were not made welcome and those who did turn up 
for the campaign were warned not to make threats or beat 
anyone up. Apart from some criminal damage their violence 
was contained. 

They were also terrified by the growing non-sectarian 
unity against them. Searchlight produced a very well 
received newspaper which 165 activists distributed to 
51,000 homes in the borough over one weekend. A new 
local united group, Barking and Dagenham Together, which 
has since added Havering to its banner, held days of action 
and distributed newsletters and leaflets appealing to people 
to turn out to vote to stop the nazi BNP 

The BNP also shot itself in the foot by featuring on its 
website film of a local school child with learning difficulties 
and naming her contrary to all ethical and legal guidelines. 

On the day of the general election Barnbrook whined that 
Searchlight and Together had turned out the black voters. 
He had seen the big response to our 12,000 personally 
addressed letters to voters and to the way we were 
addressing the grievances of the white working-class 
community and standing with the whole community to seek 
better services from the council and central government. 
Barnbrook, who had at one stage thought he could take the 
seat and at worst come second, ended in third place with 
just 16.9% of the vote. The only consolation for him was 
that it was the BNP’s best result nationally. 

Clueless Kelley goes 

Eleven days later Kelley threw in the towel and resigned as 
a councillor. He had lasted barely longer than Beackon and 
had been just as ineffective. He had become known only for 
his admission to the press that he did not have a clue what 
he was doing on the council. 

Within the BNP people were looking for someone to 
blame for this debacle. Some accused the unpopular 
Rustem but anger quickly turned to Kelley himself for being 
incompetent. Then the finger was pointed at Barnbrook for 
calling potential BNP voters unintelligent because they did 
not know how to vote. 

Barnbrook’s poor organisational skills had left the BNP 
with no one to stand in Goresbrook in place of Kelley, so 
Rustem was hauled out again. 

On 21 May Griffin spoke at an international nazi 
conference in New Orleans organised by the notorious 
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former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke. Also present 
were delegates from the German neo-nazi NPD, the party 
that earlier this year accused the Allies of being the real 
war criminals. 

Within 24 hours of Griffin’s return to the UK, he 
and Rustem sped off with the BNP camera crew to the 
war memorial in Dagenham to lay a wreath. The local 
press immediately accused the BNP of hypocrisy in 
pretending to be patriotic and the local British Legion 
branch was outraged. 

Scenes of Griffin at the war memorial formed part of a 
BNP DVD packed with lies and distributed to selected voters 
in Goresbrook. The BNP campaign was negative and devoid 
of ideas. Many party activists stayed away, demoralised 
after the general election and fed up with having to 
campaign for the despised Rustem, who had already lost 
three elections in the borough. 

A strong campaign by Searchlight, Together, the GMB and 
the Labour Party reversed the BNP’s result of last September, 
turning a 52% BNP vote into a 51% vote for Labour. 

The Becontree ward by-election, coming hot on the heals 
of the Goresbrook campaign, seriously wrong-footed the 
BNP Physically weak and psychologically damaged, its 
barely existent local organisation collapsing around its ears, 
the BNP had difficulty even finding a candidate. Eighteen 
hours before nominations closed, the party was going 
around asking local people to sign a blank nomination form. 
Eventually they came up with John Luisis, a local man 
unknown in the BNP and with no profile in the community. 

He remained unknown. Right up until polling day he was 
nowhere to be seen and gave no press interviews. When a 
local paper asked each candidate to write a few words 
about their policies, Luisis failed to take up this opportunity 
for free publicity. Until the last minute, he was not even 
intending to go to the count. 

Many local observers thought Becontree offered the BNP 
a better chance than Goresbrook, but party activists were 


refusing to canvass. There were leaflets though, and from 
day one it was clear that somebody in the BNP leadership 
had decided that there would be no more of the BNP trying 
to be nice and respectable. 

The leaflet was a parody of Peter Griffiths’s Smethwick 
by-election leaflet of nearly 40 years which had coined the 
notorious racist slogan, “If you want a n***** for a 
neighbour, vote Liberal or Labour”. Griffiths won for the 
Tories but became a parliamentary leper even among his 
own party. 

BNP canvassers in Becontree were sparse on the ground, 
there were no days of action and most national officers 
stayed away. 

Barnbrook sacked as organiser 

As a result of the poor campaign Barnbrook, a full-time 
paid employee of the BNR was given notice of dismissal. 
After his failure in the general election, and clearly upset 
by the constant sniping by Searchlight and the BBC 
about his brown suit, he had taken to wearing a black shirt 
and telling people that the only thing that would stop 
him continuing activity in the borough would be a bullet. 
How ironic that when the bullet came it was Lecomber, in 
charge of internal party discipline, giving him the sack as 
London organiser. 

In a last minute stay of execution he was told he could 
stay on until after this month’s annual BNP Red, White 
and Blue festival. His reprieve may last longer as he has 
told people that he is taking up residence in the 
borough, which would in due course qualify him to stand 
in council elections. 

Lecomber, a convicted terrorist bomber, appeared to have 
taken control of the Becontree campaign. Immediately after 
7 July the BNP put out a leaflet with a picture of the 
bombed London bus and the slogan “Maybe now it’s time 
to start listening to the BNP”. This attempt to exploit a 
tragedy that had brought people from all communities 
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together in condemnation of the terror bombers, was widely 
condemned in the local and national media. 

Barking and Dagenham Together responded by delivering 
to every household in the ward issue six of Barking Matters. 
One side portrayed the Islamic fundamentalists and the 
BNP as two sides of the same coin - the politics of hate - 
and stated, “Fascists, be they Islamists or the BNR cannot 
be allowed to succeed in dividing us”. The other side was 
devoted to the terrorist track record of the BNR It was very 
well received by voters. 

On the day of the bombing Jeff Porter, a Labour councillor 
in Barking and Dagenham and a tube driver, was driving a 
Circle Line train at Edgware Road approaching a train 
carrying one of the suicide bombers in the double width 
tunnel. He had started passing the other train when the 
bomb went off. His windscreen was shattered and 
the carriages behind him started to fill up with smoke. 
Cllr Porter told Searchlight that if his train had been a 
second or two earlier it would have caught the full force of 
the explosion. 

He stayed calm and led his passengers to safety through 
his cab and along the tunnel to the station. Other trade 
unionists at the station joined in the rescue work. He was 
hailed as a hero in the media. 

Cllr Porter is also an active supporter of the local Together 
group and a longstanding supporter of Searchlight, 
so two days after the bombing he was out in 
Becontree handing out anti-BNP material when 
three toe-rags carrying BNP leaflets threatened 
him and his wife with violence. One of them 
waved his clenched fist in his face asking him 
if he would like a f***ing slap. He walked 
away and police were called. 

By polling day the Searchlight team was 
confident of victory. We believed the BNP had 
totally misjudged the mood of Londoners after 
the bombing and that its leaflet had backfired. 
Nevertheless some Labour Party members 
started to tell journalists that the BNP or Tories 
would take the seat, briefly spreading pessimism. 



BNP violence 

Having been well and truly beaten, the BNP was out for 
blood. It was noticeable at the count that Lecomber, who 
normally dresses smartly, had turned up in t-shirt and jeans. 

People wondered whether the BNP was preparing for 
trouble. Earlier that day there had been complaints to the 
police over the aggressive behaviour of BNP activists, who 
in some cases were moved off polling stations. 

As the BNP activists left the count with their tails between 
their legs, the Labour Party agent Cllr Val Rush, a 
grandmother, suggested that the last one out close the 
door. At this she was viciously assaulted by Amanda Halsey, 
a BNP thuggette, who punched her in the breast. 

Halsey, her father Fred and her younger sister are BNP 
activists from Wood Green. It was Amanda who appeared in 
the BNP Goresbrook DVD holding a baby and posing with 
her father as a Barking and Dagenham family who were at 
the back of the housing queue because of asylum seekers. Jeff Porter, 
The baby was not even hers and the whole claim was just the tube 
another lie over which the BNP was caught out. driver who 

Asked about the assault, Lecomber described Cllr Rush led his 
as “that old hag” and alleged that she had called Halsey a passengers 
nazi bitch. Ms Rush is far too polite to have said that, but if to safety and 
she had it would have been an accurate description. was later 

Searchlight wants to know why Halsey was not arrested threatened by 
on the spot for assault, an arrestable offence that took the BNR 
place in front of dozens of witnesses and CCTV cameras, speaking 
Police officers at the scene appeared very reluctant to take in Trafalgar 

statements from some of the witnesses until councillors Square 

insisted that they did their job. 

A letter has gone to the local Police Commander 
demanding that Halsey be charged. Searchlight supports 
this call and also demands action on the threats to Cllr and 
Mrs Porter and a full investigation into an anonymous 
inflammatory anti-Muslim sticker bearing the council’s logo, 
which appeared in the ward two days before the election. 

The BNP could not even manage 20% of the vote, the 
party’s worst result in the five by-elections of the past 12 
months. Nonetheless an anonymous BNP London 
correspondent writing on the party’s website reported it as a 
“fine achievement” and quoted Eddy Bulter (sic) claiming that 
the London bombs had resulted in the BNP’s vote doubling. 

The writer then calculates the average percentage votes 
for the BNR Labour, the Conservatives and the Liberal 
Democrats in the two most recent by-elections and 
compares them with their votes in the whole Barking 
constituency in the general election. By this selective 
means he or she proves that the BNP’s vote has risen 10% 
while other parties’ votes have risen less or fallen - not 
difficult in the case of the Lib Dems who did not stand in 
either of the by-elections. The writer then adds the Labour 
and Lib Dem percentages together and thereby claims that 
only the BNP vote is rising, but in fact proving only that you 
can prove anything with statistics. 

The victory against the BNP in Becontree highlights the 
validity of Searchlight’s policy of localised campaigning 
based firmly in the community to counter the BNP’s own 
targeted campaigning. 


Barking and Dagenham council, 

Becontree ward by-election 14 July 2005 


Candidate 

Alok Agrawal 
John Luisis 
Anthony Chytry 
John Bolton 



Turnout 25.9% 


Party 
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On the day of the London bombing 
Searchlight issued the statement below. 
The following week a rally organised by 
the TUC and Mayor of London called for 
Londoners to unite against terror. 
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Thursday 7 July 2005 will be a day that no decent 
resident of London or the UK will forget. Less than 
24 hours after we were awarded the 2012 Olympics, a 
decision made partly because London is such a 
multicultural and tolerant city, the heart of our capital 
has been ripped apart by four bombs. 

It seems likely that the bombings were the 
responsibility of Islamist terrorists - religious 
fanatics who are nothing more than clerical fascists. 
They preach the politics of hatred and are 
indiscriminate in their targets. These cowardly 
bombings were an assault on innocent Londoners, 
Christian and Hindu, Muslim and Jew, black, brown and 
white going about their daily business. 

Those who say they were responsible are using the 
language of European antisemitism when they talk of 
the “British Zionist Crusader government”. They cite 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as their motives but 
they are liars. They took the decision to bomb ordinary 
people in the city that held the world's biggest anti-war 
demonstration because of their own twisted hatred for 
democracy and for the idea that people of all cultures 
and faiths can live harmoniously together. 

In this they are every bit as evil as the Nazis of the 
British National Party (BNP), an organisation that has 
also spawned terrorists. We should not forget that the 
last lethal terror bombing in London was carried out by 
David Copeland, a former member of the BNP. He told 
police on his arrest that he hoped his actions 
would lead to a violent backlash and eventually a 
BNP government. 

The politics of Islamic fundamentalism are the politics 
of hate and intolerance. This is the other side of the 
coin to the BNP and other Nazi groups. 

Only last year, a leading BNP officer said a terrorist 
bombing in London would be good for the BNP. 
That is not the talk of a respectable or even a normal 
political party. 

As a result of today's detestable outrage, innocent 
Asians and people of the Muslim faith will be targeted 
by racists, fuelled with propaganda from the likes of 
the BNP. 

London cannot tolerate pogroms and witch-hunts. 
We appeal to the trade union movement - members of 
the RMT, ASLEF, the FBU and UNISON have been 
directly affected by the attacks - to call, together with 
London mayor Ken Livingstone, for a mass rally as 
soon as possible at which all Londoners can express 
their disgust at terrorism and solidarity with their 
fellow citizens under the slogan “London stands 
together against terrorism and hatred”. 


\ 






Racist backlash 


by Kate Taylor 

POLICE HAVE VOWED to crack down on racist revenge 
attacks in the wake of last month’s bombings. 

There have been several severe revenge attacks against 
Muslims and other minority groups since the explosions 
on the London Underground system and a bus. 

Within three days of the tragedy on 7 July, 180 racial 
incidents had been recorded in London. A total of 58 
faith-related crimes were reported, compared with one 
in the same period last year. This grew to 300 incidents 
within a week. 

The situation worsened after it emerged that three of 
the terrorists were British-born Muslim suicide 
bombers. Reported incidents included arson attacks 
against mosques, assaults on individuals from ethnic 
minorities, verbal abuse and threatening calls. In the 
most serious, a man was killed in Nottingham. 

Police briefed community leaders to prepare them for 
more attacks. Andy Hayman, head of the anti-terrorism 
squad, told a press conference: “It is times like these that 
communities do bind together. No one should be in any 
doubt that the work last Thursday is that of extremists 
and criminals. That being the case, no one should smear 
or stigmatise any community with these acts.” 

Assaults 

The most horrific manifestations of the violence have 
been attacks against ethnic minorities. Tragically, the 
most serious culminated in a death three days after 
the bombings. 

Kamal Raza Butt, 48, was visiting Nottingham from 
Pakistan, staying with friends and family. He was set 
upon by a gang of white youths who called him 
“Taleban” and punched him to the ground. He was 
taken to hospital where he died. 

Police are treating the incident as racially motivated. 
Two 16-year-old youths have been charged with 
manslaughter. Seven others have been bailed pending 
further inquiries. 

In Edinburgh a 16-year-old boy suffered head and 
facial injuries after an unprovoked attack by a white 
man. The boy was walking with a friend aged 11 when he 
was racially abused and set upon by the man. 

Advice is being prepared for Muslim students amid 
fears that they could become targets for revenge attacks. 
In Bournemouth a 20-year-old Muslim student from the 
United Arab Emirates was racially abused, chased and 
threatened with a knife by three men. In the West 
Country a schoolboy was attacked. 

In Torquay the home of a Muslim family was torched. 
Fortunately the family were not home at the time. 
An Asian family in Southall and another in Hayes 
reported attempts to set fire to their homes. 

Mosques targeted 

Attacks on mosques have been reported from across the 
country, including in Birkenhead, Leeds, Bristol, Telford, 
Tower Hamlets, Merton and Gloucester. 

Police arrested a 27-year-old man in connection with 
a fire at the Wirral Islamic Cultural Centre and Shahjalal 
mosque in Birkenhead, Merseyside. Stephen Wynne was 
charged with arson and remanded in custody. 


The building was attacked by two white men who 
threw petrol through the letterbox and ignited it. 
The assistant imam, Boshir Ullah, was trapped in his 
upstairs bedroom as the fire raged. Fire crews had to pull 
him to safety. 

Police said the door to the mosque was damaged 
by fire and there was some damage inside caused by 
smoke. Mr Ullah was treated for smoke inhalation. 

Abdul Munim, chairman of the mosque, spoke of his 
despair. “What happened here was a dreadful act that 
could have been far worse had it not been for the fast 
actions of the police, fire and ambulance services”. 

He added, “We are hardworking British citizens and 
everyone knows us ... Yet things are getting worse for us. 
When we came to Merseyside 40 years ago people were 
more friendly”. 

The website run by the nazi group Blood and Honour 
had a posting about the mosque before the attack. It was 
removed shortly afterwards. 

In East London, local vandals damaged the Mazahirul 
Uloom mosque and school on Mile End Road. They used 
crowbars and a hammer to smash 19 windows. 

The mosque’s general secretary, Faruk Ahmed, said: 
“We did not expect this to happen in our mosque, at the 
heart of a peace loving Muslim community. This is a place 
of worship and all humans should respect that, whether it 
is a church, a synagogue, a temple or a mosque.” 

The Pakistani consulate in Bradford was damaged by 
fire. A 27-year-old man was later arrested. 

In Belvedere, Kent, two bottles containing an 
accelerant were thrown through the windows of a Sikh 
temple on 7 July. Police arrested five men in the 
Bexleyheath area two days ;ater. A fire at a Sikh temple in 
Armley, Leeds is also being treated as suspicious. 

The Islamic Centre in Rose Lane, Norwich, was 
vandalised leaving four windows damaged. Police arrested 
two women at the scene in connection with the incident. 

An Islamic Centre in Bournemouth has received at 
least three death threats in the wake of the bombings. 
In Bristol, six windows were broken at a mosque in 
the Easton area. 

Just one day after the bombings, the A1 Madina Jamia 
mosque in Leeds was petrol bombed at 2am. 
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Nine days after the 7/7 bombings a 
nazi terrorist led a National Front 
march in London, and the London 
authorities did nothing to stop it. 

Some 100 of the dregs of the nazi 
movement assembled behind the 
banner “Keep alien wars off British 
shores”. Police outnumbered NF 
supporters several times over. 

The fact that the march was led by 
Terry Blackham was proof of the NF’s 
rank hypocrisy. Blackham (far left) 
has over 20 convictions, including 
one for a failed attempt to run 
submachine guns for loyalist 
terrorists in Northern Ireland. 

Chants of “no surrender to the IRA” 
amused passers-by. Perhaps the 
nazis cannot pronounce al-Qaeda. 

MPs are furious that the NF has 
been allowed to hold a second 
activity in central London on 24 July. 


Row grows over NF insult 


Searchlight August 2005 14 


photos: David Hoffman 








John Hutchyns tyndall 


A text book study in personal and political failure 



By Gerry Gable 


F ew people will mourn the passing of John 
Tyndall, founder of the British National Party, 
apart from a few thousand far-right extremists. 
John Tyndall, lifelong national socialist, died 
on 19 July aged 71. 

His life was marked by failure. The son of a doting 
mother and a father who run one of the biggest YMCA 
hostels, King George’s House in Southwark, south 
London, Tyndall left school with just three O levels. 
After doing his national service and a short spell of 
employment installing one-arm bandits in sleazy Soho 
clubs, he moved into politics full-time. His biggest 
missed opportunity came in the 1970s when he led 
Britain’s largest postwar fascist organisation, the 
National Front. He liked nothing better than being a big 
fish in a small pond and his authoritarian leadership 
style was wholly unsuited to a party that had 17,500 


members at its peak in 1973 and 64,000 people passing 
through its ranks between its foundation in 1967 and 
1978, when Margaret Thatcher became leader of the 
Conservative Party. 

Tyndall started his political career in 1956 in A K 
Chesterton’s wildly anti-Jewish League of Empire 
Loyalists, where he first mixed with established 
nazis and fascists such as Colin Jordan and John Bean. 
He appeared to be politically confused because in 
summer 1957 he attended the communist-run World 
Youth Festival in Moscow. Soon afterwards he and Bean 
moved off to form the National Labour Party and Jordan 
set up the White Defence League. The two groups merged 
in 1960 in the first version of the British National Party. 

Over the following 18 months Tyndall, who already 
had a conviction for threatening behaviour, formed the 
illegal paramilitary group Spearhead with a group of 
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(left) poses 
with fellow 
Spearhead 
members in 
the Notting 
Hill HQ of 
Colin Jordan's 
National 
Socialist 
Movement in 
1962 


Searchlight August 2005 15 







fanatical nazis and criminals. It was to be the hit squad 
for the British nazi movement, viciously attacking its 
opponents and training in the countryside with 
explosives and arms. 

Running true to form, the first BNP did not last long 
and in January 1962 Jordan and Tyndall departed to 
form the National Socialist Movement, taking 
Spearhead with them. By December 1962 the NSM 
leaders were behind bars for the activities of Spearhead 
and for causing a riot at their anti-Jewish rally in 
Trafalgar Square on 1 July. 

Tyndall and Jordan fell out over the affections of the 
French nazi perfume heiress Frangoise Dior. Tyndall had 
got engaged to her while Jordan was finishing his prison 
sentence but, she told me in the 1960s, she was 
disappointed with Tyndall’s inability to perform sexually 
with her on three successive nights. After Jordan’s 
release she rapidly married him in a disastrous alliance. 

This left Tyndall in a crisis over his political future. His 
attempt to solicit funds from an Egyptian Muslim 
extremist officer serving in his country’s embassy in 
London ended abruptly after Searchlight’s intervention 
during a visit to Britain by the US nazi leader Lincoln 
Rockwell, later to be assassinated. Jordan treated Tyndall 
like an errand boy. Smarting at the loss of the Dior 
fortune and distrusted by Jordan, Tyndall approached 
representatives of the Jewish community and suggested 
that if they gave him around £4,000 to buy a 
smallholding he would leave far-right politics. This was 
a lot of money in the early 1960s and more than they 
thought his offer was worth. He was shown the door. 

Shortly afterwards he left the NSM and formed the 
Greater Britain Movement, taking with him most of 
the NSM’s tiny membership. It was at this time that he 
set up his magazine Spearhead, of which he remained 
owner, editor and publisher until his death. The title was 
indicative of where he remained in the nazi camp. 

The mid-1960s saw a wave of attacks on Jewish 
buildings in London carried out by teams of self-styled 
nazi commandos drawn from both the GBM and the 
NSM. Tyndall was never charged or directly implicated 
in these crimes but Dior was later convicted and sent to 
prison for her role in one arson. Although police 
documents from the investigation showed that Jordan 
had prior knowledge of at least one of the arsons, he was 
never charged. 

Through the 1960s Tyndall, with Britain’s leading gay 
nazi Martin Webster at his side, indulged in a number of 
staged activities including a vicious attack on the elderly 
President of Kenya, Jomo Kenyatta. 

On another occasion he and his thugs drove into 
Notting Hill in a lorry filled with improvised weapons 
and targeted a group of people selling Searchlight. 
The nazis were chased off and later arrested for posses¬ 
sion of the weapons. Tyndall was remanded in custody. 

Released again, he was soon to be convicted 
and imprisoned for possession of a hand gun and 
ammunition. 

He was still in prison at the launch of the National 
Front in 1967. Jordan and the ageing Oswald Mosley had 
declined to have anything to do with the new party and 
the first leader of the NF, A K Chesterton, excluded the 
GBM because it was too violent and openly nazi, 
although its officers had taken part in all the 
negotiations leading up to the NF’s formation. 

Eight months later the GBM was allowed into the NF 
by the back door and its 132 members soon controlled 
an organisation with thousands of members, growing 
very rapidly as a result of a stream of defectors from the 


Conservative Party under Edward Heath’s leadership. 

The next few years saw Tyndall flying the Union Jack 
for the consumption of the British public while writing 
to the leaders of the US Nazi Party with promises that he 
would hoist up the swastika banner when the NF was 
strong enough. He was a frequent visitor to the USA and 
Europe, where he met some of the richest and most 
hardline nazis and Jew-haters. 

His own praetorian guard of hardline nazi activists 
helped him repel an early leadership challenge from 
John O’Brien, who many thought was a state asset. 
Tyndall’s supporters knew exactly where he stood on 
issues vital to them. He had written about using 
medical measures against those seen as socially or 
racially unacceptable to any future nazi state, on the 
same lines as the monstrous Dr Mengele. They also 
respected Tyndall’s courage as a street fighter at the 
head of his storm troopers and the fact that kept 
himself physically fit. 

Tyndall saw himself as an economic genius but had no 
grasp of real world economics. His writings were tedious 
but he was an orator in the style of Churchill and Mosley 
and could always rouse an audience to action. 

He was also dull socially. He once had lunch with the 
late Alan Clark, the former Conservative minister. 
Afterwards Clark related that it was the most boring 
hour and three quarters he had ever experienced in his 
political career. 

What held Tyndall back was his unerring belief in 
the fiihrer principle. He personally ruled the party 
and treated its directorate as his personal fiefdom. 
This alienated many of the former Tories and occasional 
former Labour supporters who had joined the NF and 
wanted a say in its political direction. The NF in the mid- 
1970s had more than twice as many members as the 
BNP today and could have achieved greater success, but 
Tyndall stifled talent. 

He weathered a major upheaval when John Kingsley 
Read split the NF and set up the National Party. The NP 
soon tottered along into oblivion and Kingsley Read 
himself defected to Searchlight. 

Martin Webster, the NF’s national organiser, 
constantly quarrelled with Tyndall when they shared a 
room in a house in Winchmore Hill. It became the scene 
of what resembled a bar room brawl in a western movie. 
Later Tyndall was to attack Webster publicly for being 
gay, claiming he had never known. This drew sniggers 
from long-time nazis. 

His close friendship with John Vassall, the gay spy 
for the Soviet KGB, was at odds with his claims to be a 
super patriot and anti-gay. He was never able to explain 
this relationship. 

Whatever political prospects Tyndall had as leader of 
the NF evaporated after Thatcher took control of the 
Tory Party, triggering a mass exodus from the ranks of 
the NF to whence they had come. With the NF down to 
around 4,000 members and splitting in all directions, 
Tyndall tried to set up alternative organisations. 

It was another three years before a new BNP 
emerged under his leadership. In its early years he 
was unchallenged at its head but like in the NF, it 
soon became apparent that he was unable to rise to 
the challenge of fighting elections and attracting a 
wider audience. Party membership was stagnating 
and the deaths of some of his staunchest allies left 
him weakened. 

In the mid 1980s he was back in prison for inciting 
racial hatred in what was then the BNP newspaper 
British Nationalist. In his absence a number of former 
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far-right Young Conservatives moved in on the party but 
they were shown the door once he was free. 

Later he started relaxing his hold and allowed 
some of his younger and brighter members to develop 
new ways for the BNP to move forward. One of these 
was Eddy Butler, a professional planner as well as 
a street fighter, now the BNP’s elections officer. 

The election of Derek Beackon in a Tower Hamlets 
council by-election in 1993 on a “Rights for Whites” 
slogan was a major achievement for the BNP. He lost 
the seat the following May, but a month later Tyndall 
polled 9% in a parliamentary by-election in 
Dagenham - the first time the BNP had saved its 
deposit in a parliamentary election. 

Tyndall withdrew the party from the streets, ending its 
marches, and started to soften his political line, at least 
in public. By the mid nineties he started for the first time 
thinking about appointing a successor. 

His first choice was the convicted bomber Tony 
Lecomber. The problem was not Lecomber’s convictions 
but the fact that he had no money. Tyndall was then 
drawn towards Nick Griffin, who came from a well-to-do 
family. As a mark of his confidence in Griffin, Tyndall 
also allowed him to edit Spearhead. 

The reason why Griffin’s independent financial means 
was so important to Tyndall became clear when Griffin 
asked about the substantial amounts of money that had 
been left to the BNP in Tyndall’s name. It rapidly became 
clear that Tyndall viewed these legacies as his personal 
pension fund. 

Tyndall and Griffin fell out and fought each other for 
leadership of the BNP. Griffin’s victory in 1999 resulted in 
many of Tyndall’s closest allies defecting to Griffin. 

Tyndall fought back, was expelled from the BNP 
in 2003, readmitted, expelled again and proscribed. 

He remained popular with many BNP members, who 
invited him to speak at party meetings in defiance of 
Griffin’s wishes. It was BBC undercover film of one of 
these meetings, for the documentary A Secret Agent, that 
led to him being charged in April with incitement to 
racial hatred. His death came two days before he was 
due to appear again at Leeds Crown Court alongside 
Griffin and Mark Collett, a young BNP activist. 

No longer in the best of health, Tyndall was drinking 
too much especially on his speaking tours. Searchlight 
had dogged him since the early 1960s and never let go. 

His latest arrest was largely the responsibility of 
Searchlight, which had worked closely with the BBC 
programme-makers. 

With Tyndall no longer a threat the BNP was able to be 
conciliatory towards the memory of the man Griffin had 
helped to destroy. Stuart Russell, the BNP’s press officer, 
described Tyndall as an “excellent chap with a keen 
analytical mind”. The BNP website admitted that, 

“Without John Tyndall, it is doubtful whether the British 
National Party would even be in existence”, and for the 
first time acknowledged that Tyndall faced the same 
charges as Griffin and Collett, whom the party had 
previously described as the Free Speech Two. But it was 
not all praise. “He tried to criticise the current 
leadership, and he should not have done that,” Russell 
told the press. 

Tyndall’s death leaves Griffin free to consolidate his 
vision of the BNP free from any serious political 
challengers within his party or among those he expelled 
and proscribed. But like Mosley, Jordan and Tyndall, he 
still has to learn the most important lesson, which is that 
the British people do not take kindly to tinpot self- 
serving extremist politicians. 
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Out of the a 

The East End has seen it all: radicals and 
revolutionaries, fascists and poverty, disease 
and despair. Yet it has outlived them all. 

Despite last month’s bombings, the signs are 
it will do so again says Nick Ryan. 


T he streets are strangely quiet. There are sirens in 
the near-distance, the muffled thump of hip-hop 
jostling with Amharic, Arabic, Bangla, English, 
Russian. The azan (call to prayer) beckons from 
the huge masjid (mosque) on Whitechapel Road. But to 
the seasoned eye the crowds are missing. Something 
has changed. There is a tension, a palpable feeling 
which laces the hot, humid air. 

The young girls with makeup and hijab are nowhere to 
be seen. The women’s entrance to the masjid is closed, 
for “security reasons”. The Cockney pubs are locked 
worlds with sullen faces. Only the traditional 
sweetshops on Brick Lane are still busy, young men 
crowding to buy ladoo, jellaby or perhaps dates 
imported from the Gulf. 

On the tube we had all gazed at one another: a bit 
longer, more suspicious. Two young South Asian men 
sat alone in one section of the carriage, chatting away, 
oblivious. We avoided them. I felt ashamed. 

Whitechapel station had been quiet too. Echoes rang 
out on the old wooden steps as we clattered up to the 
market. The sun was beating hard on the dirty 
pavement, driving City workers into the nearby bars. 

There was the Royal London Hospital, where so many 
bomb victims were treated, looming massively above. 
Elderly Bangladeshi women in niqab veils waded past, 
balancing improbably large bags of shopping. It was a 
scene hundreds of years old. But the haggling was 
muted, the stallholders packing up early for the day. 

It is exactly one week since the first of the London 
bombings. One week since 56 were killed and more than 
700 wounded by those who held a brutal Salafi dream. 

During that balmy morning - “7/7” as it is already 
known - the East End was itself a target. Members of the 
huge East London Mosque, London’s oldest masjid, ran 
out to help victims at Aldgate East and Aldgate stations, 
setting up reception areas in the London Muslim Centre 
next door and offering both facilities and volunteers to 
the nearby Royal London Hospital. 

Now you can sense the fear. Walking up a semi- 
deserted Whitechapel Road, past the entrance to Osborn 
Street and Brick Lane, past ancient buildings which 
seem to lean inwards in the summer heat, you enter 
Altab Ali park. Once “Itchy Park”, where tramps would 
scratch themselves on the railings, it is usually crowded 
with sun-seekers and drinkers. Today it is empty. 
You ponder the changes and you ponder the past: it was 
here that a young Bangladeshi man was murdered by 
white racists over 20 years ago. Things have changed 
since then: the BNP has been seen off from its east 
London heartlands and the Bangladeshis are the largest 


minority community. An Islamic community living on 
the cusp of Europe’s most powerful financial centre. 

There is fear now - fear of reprisals and backlash. 
“The tension is so high around here you can almost feel 
it after the bombings,” says Abu, a Bangladeshi youth 
worker, as we sip sweet tea in Cafe Casablanca, opposite 
the old Whitechapel Bell Foundry. “Probably some big 
nasty war will kick off with the BNP as they ain’t making 
the situation easier.” 

But there is anger too. “I was asleep when it 
happened,” says Hassan, a young Somali I talk with in 
Cable Street, scene of the famous battle between fascists 
on one side and lews and Communists on the other, in 
1936. “All I can say is why did we go to war? There are a 
lot of angry people out there. You can’t really blame 
them, just the Government - i.e. Mr Bliar.” He sucks 
between his teeth in disgust. 

Back in Whitechapel, behind the masjid, a series of 
peace buses have been hired to take local Muslims to the 
Trafalgar Square peace vigil. “There’s shock, fear and 
total disgust,” according to one of the mosque workers 
I speak to on top of the first bus (painted all black). 
“At first, we were hoping it wasn’t Muslims. In London, 
here in the East End, the community is solid. It’s not like 
those northern cities.” 

He sighs. “People are going to start talking about 
losing freedoms, soon. We’ll be looking at a police state.” 

“These people,” he adds, suddenly pointing at the air 
in front of us, “these bombers, they’ve got a military 
mindset. Loads of them volunteered for jihad in places 
like Afghanistan, Bosnia and so on. People thought they 
were being patriotic. They’ve made Bin Laden a hero.” 

My friend Siraj, a long-time community worker and 
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“Hajji” (one who has completed the pilgrimage to 
Mecca) says he’s just “very sad” at how it’s all turned out. 
He’s angry at extremists threatening years of painstaking 
work tackling social exclusion, poverty, employment, 
community cohesion and drugs. Churches, mosques 
and trade unions have long united here in a unique 
alliance to fight low pay and injustice among the most 
vulnerable members of society. 

Of course, the “ummah” - the worldwide Muslim 
brotherhood and community - is felt as strongly here 
as anywhere. There were prayers said for Sheikh Yassin, 
the paraplegic spiritual head of Hamas who was 
assassinated by Israeli forces last year. The perceived 
injustices of Iraq, Afghanistan and other areas are 
felt keenly. There are at times disturbing levels of 
antisemitism. 

But Islam here has also been used as a healing force: it 
has rescued gang members from a life of violence. It has 
brought faith to imprisoned drug dealers, young men 
who once wrought ruin among their own communities. 
There are interfaith forums too: dialogue between Jew 
and Christian, Muslim and Jew. There are even young 
Jews returning to their historic heartlands: several are 
my friends. The mosque’s chairman, Dr Muhammad 
Bari, a lean, neatly dressed man who is also deputy 
secretary of the Muslim Council of Britain, told me from 
inside his sweltering, whitewashed office: “Although we 
feel differently about the injustices in Palestine, in Islam 
we are asked to live peacefully with our neighbours. 
We’re all people of The Book.” I had been hearing him on 
the radio and TV recently. Each time he condemned the 
bombs unreservedly, though now he too was worried 
about a backlash. 



Halima, an educated young Bangladeshi, puts her 
thoughts more forcefully when we meet up later in a 
muted Bethnal Green cafe. “I’m a Muslim young women 
who identifies with the issues of alienation and 
marginalisation of young Muslims. I am outraged at the 
July 7 bombs, just as the rest of the public. But I am 
getting even more outraged that the airtime given to 
Muslims has mainly gone to Muslim men. Surely this is 
part of the problem? The Muslim community is diverse 
- so where are the women’s voices? 

“These bombers, like Osama and so on, are not 
alienated and marginalised. The national soul searching 
on the motivations of these bombers, by Muslims and 
non-Muslims, is dangerously misplaced.” She stops for a 
moment to sip her tea, flicking a hand through a stray 
strand of hair (she is not hijabi). 

“These men are all confident, rational, highly pro¬ 
active,” she continues, “and dedicated activists of a 
different world order. I do not agree with their politics, 
or their way of life, or their view of Islam. I would paint 
animal rights activists who use violence with the same 
fanaticism towards a political or ideological aim. 

“Those who are dedicated, or have the time to 
devote their lives to political or ideological ends, are 
not marginalised or alienated. It is fairly patronising to 
be working class or young and Muslim and be told that 
this background might be a reason for sympathising 
with terrorists or suicide bombers. The alienated 
and the marginalised sporadically break out in protest 
in the public gaze - hardly in secret. My wider concern 
is to see these villains painted as villains, not Muslims, 
or alienated or marginalised youth. To do otherwise 
is to miss a trick - these men, and others like them, will 
bomb again. 

“It is not the mosques that are inspiring them - far 
from it, these men are dismissive of Imams brought 
up with an older tradition of peace and co-existence. 
The worshipers of the mosques, like my father’s 
generation, are men, mostly uneducated, too, and are 
regularly insulted by more educated youngsters, 
brought up with the British education system, with its 
emphasis on learning skills for citizenship, rational 
argument, challenging injustice and so on. Their fore¬ 
fathers, by comparison, were only too eager to settle and 
dare I say it “assimilate”, like the Jews before them in the 
1930s, eager to detract attention from their identity.” 

You wonder if the London bus and tube bombers 
knew, or cared, about any of this before venting their 
separatist fury on this city. Is it any wonder that 
extremist offshoots from al-Muhajiroun tried to 
influence the elections here recently? Attacking 
politicians, declaring through meetings and posters that 
any Muslim who voted would become kufr (apostate)? 
Such crude and alienated ideas serve only to delight the 
extremists of Europe’s far right. The clocks will not go 
back. Muslim and Christian, Jew or trades unionists - we 
must all see to that. 

Nick Ryan is author of HOMELAND: Into a World of Hate 
(Mainstream Publishing) www.nickryan.net 
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Radical Islamism and global jihad 

A neo-fascist movement for the 21st century 


By David Trafford 

he suicide bombings of three London Underground 
trains and a bus last month turned the threat of al- 
Qaeda terrorism on British soil into a bloody reality. 
These bombings did not come out of a vacuum: they are 
part of a wave of terrorism that began with the first bombing 
of the World Trade Centre in 1993, and has amplified since 
the 9/11 attack on the same buildings. 

The Muslim world includes over 1 billion people and 
spreads across dozens of countries. It is natural, therefore, 
that it should be extremely diverse, containing many 
different paths of theological interpretation, religious sects 
and political trends. And unfortunately this great diversity 
includes sects that hold extremist or violent attitudes and 
whose worldview is sometimes used to justify atrocities like 
that suffered by London in July. Within this milieu, al-Qaeda 
and its various supporters follow an ideology known as 
Salafi jihad. Salafism is a theological doctrine that 
advocates a return to the practices and methods of the 
Companions of the Holy Prophet Mohammed - the salaf - 
in order to revive the purity and strength of early Islamic 
society. This is, in essence, a Muslim revivalist movement, 
similar to revivalist movements that have sprung up in many 
religions at different times, and need not be violent; most 
Salafis belief in non-violent preaching and proselytising 
(<dawah ) to spread their message. However within the Salafi 
movement, a trend has emerged preaching Salafi jihad - 
the spread of the Salafi message by violence and terror. 

This global Salafi jihad that is pursued by al-Qaeda and its 
associated networks and supporters involves a total rejection 
of Western secular society as decadent and corrupt, a living 
repudiation of God’s laws that needs to be washed away to 
clear the path for a true and pure Islamic society (as they 
see it) to be created. This has obvious echoes of the fascist 
view of early 20th century European society. This is not a 
coincidence: the key writers and ideologues of this political 
sect were directly influenced and inspired by the fascist 
movements of 20th century Europe. Paul Berman, in his 
seminal work Terror and Liberalism, powerfully describes the 
growth of totalitarianism in the Muslim world, in both its 
Islamist and Arab nationalist guises. 

Nor do the similarities end there. The global Salafi jihad 
is a revolutionary movement whose initial goal is to sweep 
away the failed elites in their societies and replace them 
with a rule that is new, youthful and pure. As such, it 
attracts the same kind of members and supporters that 
European fascism attracted: relatively well educated, from 
middle class homes, who are frustrated by the lack of 
advancement that they feel their abilities and privileges 
should bring them. Often, too, they have suffered the 
dislocation of modern society and globalisation, usually by 
living away from home or in a foreign country for a period of 
their lives. The certainties and simplifications of totalitarian 
movements - and a return to religious roots, albeit in a very 
different form - can be very attractive to young people who 
have become disembedded from the fixed points in their 
lives. Of course the global jihad, just like fascism, also has 


room for the expendable foot soldier: poor, uneducated, 
working class and available for exploitation by the leaders of 
the movement. 

The Islamist version of this utopian totalitarianism is 
based on the idea that all modern society can be described 
as jahiliya - the pagan society of barbarism and ignorance 
that existed before the birth of Islam 1,400 years ago. 
This idea is most closely associated with Sayyid Qutb, the 
key ideologue in the formation of the programme and 
worldview of the Muslim Brotherhood. Qutb saw the use of 
violence as justified by the need to sweep away those 
institutions and forces that were preventing the formation 
of the perfect future society. He dismissed traditional 
interpretations of jihad as a non-violent striving to better 
oneself and one’s society, insisting instead that violence to 
spread his vision was a necessary strategy. He also saw the 
need for a revolutionary vanguard to be formed that would 
lead the Muslim world in this struggle. His writings, more 
than any others, laid the path to the global Islamist 
terrorism of al-Qaeda. Indeed, he has been cited as a 
source of inspiration by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the 
Jordanian head of al-Qaeda in Iraq. 

Conspiracy theories loom large in the worldview of this 
ideology. The global jihadis of al-Qaeda see themselves not 
as attacking innocent people in foreign countries, but as 
defending the Muslim world from an assault that began 
with the First Crusade in 1095. This vast conspiracy to 
destroy Islam has continued ever since, in two ways. 
Firstly came military defeat and loss of territory, with the 
end of Muslim rule in Spain in 1492 and imperial 
domination of the Middle East beginning with Napoleon’s 
conquest of Egypt in 1798. This conquest brought with it 
the values of the French Revolution and European 
Enlightenment, marking the start of the second - and 
much more sinister - part of this supposed attack on 
Islam: the penetration of Muslim society by Western ideas. 
Socialism, feminism, secularism, democracy and 
nationalism are all viewed by radical Islamists as alien 
belief systems that have seduced Muslims away from their 
religious and cultural values. Qutb’s books Milestones and 
In The Shade of the Quran set out a worldview in which 
Muslims and Islam are beset by conspiracies. And another 
echo of Nazism comes with the revelation as to who is at 
the centre of these conspiracies: the Jews. 

In Milestones, Qutb described the way that the promotion 
of Western culture was “one of the tricks played by world 
Jewry, whose purpose is to eliminate all limitations, 
especially the limitations imposed by faith and religion, so 
that the Jews may penetrate into the body politic of the 
whole world and then may be free to perpetuate their evil 
designs. At the top of the list of these activities is usury, the 
aim of which is that all the wealth of mankind end up in the 
hands of Jewish financial institutions which run on interest.” 
This portrayal of an international Jewish conspiracy could 
have come from any of the neo-Nazi groups that have 
featured in Searchlights pages over the years. The radical 



Searchlight August 2005 20 





Islamist view of secretive Jewish power and manipulation 
fits very neatly with the far right idea of ZOG - the 
Zionist Occupation Government. In 1998, when Osama bin 
Laden’s al-Qaeda formally joined forces with Ayman 
al-Zawahiri’s Egyptian Islamic Jihad, their new terrorist 
coalition adopted the name of the World Islamic Front 
Against the Crusaders and the Jews. Even the initial claim 
of responsibility for the London bombs, made on a jihadi 
website, described the atrocity as an attack on the “British 
Zionist Crusader government”. 

This antisemitic worldview has been reflected in 
al-Qaeda’s terrorist campaign since 9/11. There have been 
terrorist attacks on synagogues in Tunisia and Turkey, a 
Jewish community centre and restaurant in Morocco, Israeli 
tourists in Kenya and Egypt and a foiled plot to blow up the 
Jewish museum in Berlin. Yet these attacks on Jewish 
communities around the world killed German tourists in 
Tunisia, Turkish Muslims in Istanbul and Kenyan hotel 
workers in Mombasa. Anyone who does not belong to the 
same narrow religious sect as the terrorists is deemed to be 
inferior and not worthy of any mercy or sharing any common 
humanity with the bombers. Mohammed Bouyeri, the 
murderer of the Dutch film-maker Theo van Gogh, told 
van Gogh’s mother at his trial: “I can’t feel for you because 
I think you’re a non-believer”. This is racist violence at its 
most pure and most devastating. 

Unfortunately, such antisemitic ideas are not restricted to 
the global jihadi wing of the Islamist movement. Mahathir 
Mohamad, the then Malaysian Prime Minister, told an 
international Muslim conference in 2003 that “the Jews 
rule this world by proxy. They get others to fight and die for 
them ... They invented and successfully promoted 
Socialism, Communism, human rights and democracy so 
that persecuting them would appear to be wrong, so they 
may enjoy equal rights with others. With these they have 
now gained control of the most powerful countries and they, 
this tiny community, have become a world power.” Islamist 
antisemitic conspiracy theories often cite the Tsarist forgery 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion as evidence for Jewish 
plotting. A leaflet from the General Union of Palestinian 
Students, distributed at this year’s National Union of 
Students annual conference, described how Jews invented 
Zionism and Marxism as part of a plot to take over the 
world: “One stream advocated communism as a solution for 
the world’s problems by creating the International 
Proletariat Dictatorship. This clique was composed of 
Marxism. Later, Lenin (also a Jew) came to revive the failure 
of the Marxist theory by his book Imperialism: The Highest 
Stage of Capitalism. While fighting nationalism by theory, 
communism and Lenin in particular, was defending the 
Jewish Nationalism. The second group was led by secular 
Jews who established the controversial Protocols of The 
Elders of Zion; a concept aiming to dominate the entire 
world. The third group was composed of secular and 
Orthodox Jewish Zionists, who conferred in Basel, 
Switzerland for the first time in 1897, and declared their 
intention of establishing a homeland for Jews.” 

Nor is Sayyid Qutb only an inspiration to terrorists. 
There are also non-violent Islamists who promote his ideas 
and advocate his programme - if not all his methods. 
The Muslim Association of Britain, which acts as the UK 
branch of the Muslim Brotherhood, lists Qutb as one of their 
ideological influences. The Islamic Foundation in Leicester 
publishes In the Shade of the Quran - which also quotes 
from the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. These are weapons 
in the battle of ideas that is being played out across the 
Muslim world. Qutb’s ideas represent the reactionary, 
fascistic far right of the Muslim political spectrum and must 
be fought just as if they were fascism of any other hue. 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
the far right in Britain and abroad. 
Searchlight is the main source of information 
for anyone who wants to know about fascism 
and organised racism in Britain. 
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Pub closed 
to regulars 
for BNP 
meeting 

Owners of a pub in Monkspath 
near Solihull have “strongly 
advised” their landlords not to 
hire it out to the BNP again after 
regulars complained they were 
barred from its restaurant and 
children’s play area on 12 July. 

One resident, who did not wish 
to be named, said: “We are very 
concerned about this because 
Shelly Farm is one of our regular 
pubs and we want to know what’s 
going on there. 

“A lot of parents spend their 
evenings at the barn because it 
has a play area and a Wacky 
Warehouse for our kids. The land¬ 
lady denied us access to both 
after 8pm because we weren’t 
invited members of the BNP.” 

“There were a lot of people 
outside and I was told there were 
BNP flags and masses of leaflets 
inside,” he added. 

The landlady confirmed that the 
barn had been closed to the 
public that evening. A spokes¬ 
person for the owners, Mitchells 
and Butler, said, “Our company 
does not have any political 
affiliations and we have strongly 
advised the landlords not to hire 
it out to the BNP again.” 


Police stop NF march 

The organiser of an unplanned National Front march in Kettering, Northants, has been 
issued a summons for failing to notify police it was taking place. 

Police stopped about 30 people carrying flags and a banner, marching to Market 
Street on 2 July. The marchers were told to put away their banners and told to 
proceed back to their cars, not more than six at a time. They were ordered out of 
the county. 

Chief Superintendent Ken Willis, who led the operation, said: “Organisers of events 
such as this have a legal duty to notify the police in advance. We had received no 
notification of the event and because of this, we imposed conditions on the people 
who were gathered.” 



Oldham BNP makes fun 
of sick pictures 

Sick images, including Iraqi suicide bombers’ body parts, 
circulated by email among BNP members and ended up with 
two Yorkshire newspapers. 

Mick Treacy, organiser of the BNP’s Oldham branch, 
forwarded the message, entitled “End of shift for suicide 
bombers”, to BNP member Anita Corbett, after attaching 
flippant comments. 

Mrs Corbett, who has stood as a BNP candidate in the 
European, general and local elections, forwarded it to 
Adrian Marsden, one of the BNP councillors in 
Calderdale. It was Marsden who then mistakenly sent it 
from his personal address to the Halifax Evening 
Courier and the Yorkshire Post. 

The message contained five attached 
photographs of the remains of bombers, 
including severed heads, limbs and spinal 
cords. 

Councillor Marsden told the Courier that the 
message had been sent by mistake. “It was sent to 
certain organisations, but has blown up out of 
proportion”, he said. 

Mrs Corbett said: “It was an email sent via 
everybody. I didn’t think there was a problem. 

“It’s just an e-mail. It’s nothing to do with the BNP. 

They are pictures that were broadcast on the internet. 

We have not compiled them.” 


Four years 
for racist 
attacker 


A RACIST WHO spat abuse at 
supermarket staff before slashing 
the owner’s face with a beer can 
has been sentenced to four years 
in prison. 

Nicholas Blaney, 28, of Bury 
Road, Leamington, left Surinder 
Singh Sunner with a wound needing 
ten stitches. 


Blaney pleaded guilty to the 
attack, as well as to racially 
abusing a shop assistant and to 
racially aggravated assault on a 
customer at Michael’s in Bath 
Street, Leamington. 

Prosecutor Matthew Barnes 
told Warwick Crown Court that 
Blaney walked into the shop with 
a woman, and while she was 
shopping he began racially 
abusing Lia Lok, a member of 
staff, calling her “Chinese bitch” 
and “yellow bitch”. 

As Mr Sunner tried to calm Blaney 
down his companion began abusing 
a Polish assistant. 

Blaney then walked up to the 


counter with a can of beer and 
kicked an Asian man trying to calm 
him down, calling him a “black 
bastard”. When Mr Sunner tried to 
usher Blaney out of the store, 
Blaney struck him hard in the face 
with the beer can. 

Jailing Blaney, who has a long 
history of offences of dishonesty 
and violence, recorder Martin 
Butterworth told him: “You 
racially abused and assaulted 
people in a shop in a way which 
can only be described as 
appalling. You are, it seems to 
me, both a very violent man and, 
as your conduct on March 17 
discloses, a racist.” 
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Teenager jailed for race attack 

A teenager who hit a young black man with a whisky 
bottle in a racist attack in Coventry has been sentenced 
to a year’s detention. 

Ashley Guy Simpson, 19, committed the offence at a 
city centre bus stop on 30 January, after drinking a large 
quantity of lager and whisky. 

Witnesses heard Simpson and his friend, James 
Cunningham, 17, shout foul language and racial abuse, 
before mocking a black woman with gorilla 
impressions. 

A row broke out and the victim hit Simpson’s friend. 
Simpson then smashed the bottle across his victim’s 
head and left him lying in the road. The teenagers were 
seen shaking hands before running off. 

Simpson pleaded guilty to racially aggravated assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm and Cunningham 
pleaded guilty to racially aggravated public order 
offences. 

Judge Richard Cole said: “When violence occurs in 
the street, it has to be punished. When this violence is 
coupled with racial aggravation, the sentence has to be 
longer. This type of behaviour is far too prevalent.” 

Simpson was sentenced to 12 months in a young 
offenders’ institution. Cunningham received 100 hours’ 
community punishment. 


BNP fails in by-elections 

The BNP made little impact in two council by-elections 
in Lancashire and Leicester. 

Although Great Harwood, East Lancashire, is near 
Burnley, where the nazi party still has six councillors, 
Carrie Cassidy, a care worker from Accrington, only 
managed to poll 11.7%. 

Cassidy, 31, had not set her sights high. Interviewed by 
the Accrington Observer , she expressed satisfaction that 
“no one has been rude”, and commented that “those who 
are against the BNP always will be against us”. 

Fascists have never polled well in Beaumont Leys, 
Leicester, although they have been active there since 
the 1970s when the National Front set up various front 
organisations on the estate. The BNP failed again last 
month when the BNP propped up the poll with less 
than 10%. 


Hyndburn Borough Council, Overton ward, 
Great Harwood 30 June 2005 


Candidate 

Susan Shorrock 
Roy Atkinson 
Carrie Cassidy 
Bill Greene 



Party 


Votes 



Leicester City Council, 

Beaumont Leys ward 14 July 2005 

Candidate Party Votes % 

Violet Dempster 
Martin Wright 
John Taylor 
John Chapman 



Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) (w) 


Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

P0 Box 1576, Ilford IG5 0NG ■ Tel 020 7681 8660 

Fax 020 76818650 m email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 

www.searchlightmagazine.com 



Standing up 
against fascism 

National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


■ Accord 

■ COMMUNITY 

■ POA 

■ ANGU 

■ FBU 

■ PFA 

■ AMICUS 

■ GMB 

■ PCS 

■ ASLEF 

■ MU 

■ T&G 

■ AMO 

■ NAPO 

■ TSSA 

■ BFAWU 

■ NATFHE 

■ UCATT 

■ BECTU 

■ NASUWT 

■ USDAW 

■ CWU 

■ NUM 

■ UNISON 

■ CYWU 

■ RMT 

■ ATL 

■ Connect 

■ NUT 

■ GULO 


Make sure your branch/region/national union 
is affiliated to TUFS and actively works 
against the fascists. 

For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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RUSSIA 


National Bolshevik 
Party ban could 
herald wider 
political repression 

From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net 
in Moscow 

A MOSCOW COURT has outlawed the revolutionary- 
nationalist National Bolshevik Party (NBP). The ruling, 
made on 29 June, awaits confirmation by Russia’s 
Supreme Court of Justice. 

The main reason given for the ban was that the 
extremist NBP failed to comply with legislation on 
the registration of political parties. The authorities 
claimed that the NBP failed to provide legally required 
information about its activities during 2001 to 2003 
and illegally described itself as a party. 

The legal grounds hide the fact that the prohibition 
was in reality a political decision made because of 
the NBP’s support for “violent political change of the 
constitutional order” and the “creation of armed 
units”. The prosecution authorities cited in particular 
the party’s 2001 programme which called for the 
overthrow of the political system. 

In the past two years, the police and security 
services have targeted the NBP as part of an 
anti-opposition drive by President Vladimir Putin. 
The party’s Moscow headquarters was raided on 
17 June by the internal security service, the FSB, 
which led three NBP members to slash their wrists in 
protest. The raid followed an earlier one on the 
building last December, when the FSB, successor to 
the KGB, arrived in force to arrest 11 party members 
and seize computers and archives. 

The NBP’s Moscow office was also invaded, in March, 
by “unknown persons” - believed to be supporters of 
the Kremlin-sponsored bogus anti-fascist movement 
Nashi (Ours) - who attacked office staff. A similar 
incident occurred in St Petersburg on 29 June when 
NBP members were attacked at the premises of the 



Russian Communist Party. Fifteen people were injured. 
Again the NBP pointed the finger at Nashi. 

NBP leaders now claim that their party is “the 
most persecuted party in Russia” because members 
are arrested almost every time they do anything. 
They have been arrested when distributing their 
newspaper Limonka and were subjected to the police 
scrutiny when they participated in a meeting, 
organised by the Union of the Soviet Officers, against 
unpopular social reforms. 

The mass media took a keen interest in the trial of 
the NBP activists who occupied several rooms of 
the Ministry of Health in the centre of Moscow on 
2 August last year. During their protest, they broke 
furniture and threw their leaflets and a portrait of 
Putin out of windows. 

At their trial in Moscow on 20 December, 
seven people aged 20 or less were sentenced to 
five years’ imprisonment. The sentences seemed 
disproportionate to the value of the damage they 
caused. After public protests and letters to the 
authorities, the sentences were reduced to three 
years in March. 

On 30 June, judges in Moscow postponed 
proceedings against 39 National Bolsheviks who 
occupied the reception hall of the presidential 
administration building last year and distributed 
leaflets urging Putin to stand down. The defendants 
could face eight years in prison. Nine of them, all 
young women, have begun a hunger strike. 

Eduard Limonov, the NBP leader, told the radio 
station Echo of Moscow on 30 June that the ban on 
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the NBP had been deliberately timed to coincide with 
the trial of “the 39” in an attempt to label the party as 
“extremist”. He promised to appeal to the European 
Court of Human Rights. 

Limonov, 62, an extremist who is himself no 
stranger to courts, said that his party now has an 
official reason to stay underground because “nobody 
can forbid that what was never permitted”. A seasoned 
demagogue, he knows his party is in trouble and has 
been trying to give it a makeover. Last December, the 
NBP adopted a new and shorter programme totally 
different from its 1994 version, which led Russian 
democrats and human right activists to draw parallels 
between the NBP and Hitler’s Nazis. 

The new programme is an attempt to package the 
party’s Russian national socialist radicalism more 
attractively by promoting “democratic revolution 
against the state capitalism of criminal oligarchs”. 
The NBP says it wants to build and defend “civil 
society” in Russia, to enable small political parties to 
participate in elections, to oppose “the political 
creations” of the Kremlin and to defend the 
independence of its new friends in the mass media. 

Social privileges, such as free medicine and free 
education, abandoned in Putin’s reforms in January, 
would be restored and the NBP would end the war in 
Chechnya after discussion with all sides in the 
conflict. Finally, the party says it would stand up for 
the rights of the Russian minorities in Latvia, Estonia 
and Turkmenistan. 

According to its programme, the NBP will participate 
actively in all campaigns against Putin’s social 
reforms, not least because 47 of its members are 
currently behind bars and the NBP suddenly feels the 
need to expose the horrific and inhuman conditions in 
Russian prisons. 

Its main enemy is what it calls “state plutocracy”. 
To wage war on this enemy, Limonov has found new 
allies including the Taleban who like the NBP label the 
USA “the Great Satan”. 

Relations between Limonov’s social-fascist warriors 
and Russia’s other political parties are understandably 
quite difficult. Limonov still remembers bitterly how an 




erstwhile ally, Victor Anpilov of the antisemitic 
Troudovaya Rossia (Labour Russia), reneged on his 
agreements with the NBP and turned instead to 
Stanislav Terekhov’s Union of Officers. 

In 1999, the NBP also quarrelled with Alexander 
Barkashov, former leader of the nazi Russian National 
Unity (RNE), about plans for an electoral pact. 
Interestingly, the Vladivostok branch of the NBP 
recently defected to the RNE, accusing Limonov of 
“liberalism”. 

These days the NBP participates regularly in 
activities organised by the Vanguard of Red Youth and 
by Gennady Zuganov’s Communist Party of the 
Russian Federation (KPRF) - even though Limonov has 
called this party a “political cadaver”. 

However, most leftist parties refuse to cooperate 
with the NBP. The Revolutionary Party of Workers 
correctly brands the NBP fascist. Liberals and 
democrats also refuse to be taken in by the NBP’s 
latest con-trick programme but at the same condemn 
the heavy-handed methods used by the state to crush 
the NBP. 

In the past, democrats campaigned for laws against 
extremists and even talked about banning the NBP. 
While everyone was happy when the RNE was 
outlawed in Moscow, the ban on the NBP is being 
viewed as a warning that a new period of political 
repression is under way in Russia. 


Nazis arrested for 
Russian train bomb 

TWO ACTIVISTS OF the nazi organisation, Russian 
National Unity (RNU), have been arrested in 
connection with the bombing of a Moscow-bound 
intercity sleeper on 12 June. The fact that the 
train was travelling from Grozny, capital of 
Chechnya, led to initial speculation that Chechen 
rebels were responsible. 

Two Moscow residents, both in their mid-50s, 
are now believed to have planted the radio 
controlled bomb that derailed the train, injuring 
43 people, five of them seriously. Because the 
train was travelling slowly at the time nobody 
was killed. 

Both men were charged with terrorism and 
attempted murder after searches of their homes 
revealed extremist literature and evidence 
linking them to the attack. The fascist leader 
Alexander Barkashov denied that the suspects 
were members of his faction of the divided RNU. 


Eduard 
Limonov, 
NBP leader 


National 
Bolsheviks 
parade in 
Moscow 

Inset NBP 
symbolism 
reveals its 
real politics 
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GERMANY 

Death at the 
hands of nazis 

From Bella Schneider for Antifaschistisches 
Infoblatt and Antifa-Net in Berlin 

EXTREME RIGHT-WING VIOLENCE in Germany hit a 
new peak in May this year, according to answers to 
parliamentary questions filed by Petra Pau, a Party of 
Democratic Socialism MP. 

No fewer than 983 right-wing criminal offences, 
including numerous acts of violence motivated by 
racism and antisemitism, were registered by the internal 
security authorities during May, the latest month for 
which figures are available. 

In addition to these recorded incidents are a larger 
number that are never reported to the authorities 
because the victims are immigrants or young left¬ 
wingers whose previous experiences with the police 
have been negative or who are afraid of revenge attacks. 
Also, in some smaller communities, fascist crimes are 
not reported because the perpetrators of violence enjoy 
the protection of the majority of the population and are 
free to intimidate and terrorise their victims. 

The fact that right-wing violence often has fatal 
consequences is barely reflected in the official statistics 
for the first six months of 2005. Playing down the 
deadliness of rightist violence is a continuation of a 
shameful tradition, well established since the early 
1990s, by the security and justice authorities and 
interior ministries at both federal and regional level. 
Although there is well documented evidence of more 
than 130 victims of right-wing murder from 1990 to 
2003, the official tally of the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior stands at only 39. 

Violence from the right is undoubtedly escalating. 
Since the start of 2005, anti-fascist groups and projects 
that support victims of rightist violence have noted a 
substantial increase in extremely brutal - some of them 
fatal - nazi and racially motivated attacks, especially on 
young left-wingers and immigrants. 

On 28 March, for example, a known 17-year-old fascist 
activist in Dortmund stabbed a 32-year-old punk rocker 
and father of three children to death at an underground 
station in the city after an argument. 

Two days later, a convicted 22-year-old nazi from 
Dortmund turned up at a vigil for the murdered man and 
tried to injure some punks with a knife. Only a few hours 
earlier, the same nazi had threatened another punk, 
telling him, Tm going to knife you”. On the same day, 
nazis in Dortmund plastered parts of the city with posters 
Petra Pau, displaying an open threat borrowed from the Nazi Party’s 

PDS MFJ catalogue of infamy: “Whoever gets in the way of the 

whose movement must live with the consequences”, 

question In Munich, on the evening of 31 March, there was a 

revealed the clash between “groups of young people” at an 

extent of nazi underground station. A member of one of these groups, 
violence described by police as belonging to the “Goth” scene, 


racially insulted a young Asian woman. The resulting 
verbal exchanges ended with a vicious assault by a 19- 
year-old Goth on a 17-year old man who had gone to the 
woman’s defence. On 5 April, the 17-year-old died from 
his injuries. 

In yet another fatal incident reflecting the rising tide 
of violence, a 34-year-old man, known only as Artur K 
for legal reasons, was murdered near Schwerte, near 
Dortmund, on 15 April after he objected to a man 
bawling “Heil Hitler”. In the resulting row, the two men 
came to blows and then Artur’s killer, who had 
a previous conviction for malicious wounding, drew a 
knife and stabbed him to death. 

Although these and similar right-wing acts of 
violence and activities have been increasing since the 
beginning of the year, anti-racist monitoring projects 
and anti-racist victim support projects face a very 
precarious future. 

To date, they have been funded through a “model 
programme” administered by the Federal Ministry for 
Family and Social Affairs. If the autumn federal election 
produces a Christian Democrat-Liberal coalition 
government as expected, the programme is likely to 
end a year earlier than planned with the result that 
these vital projects will probably have to wind up at the 
end of 2005. 

Should this happen, it will leave the victims of 
violence with even less support that at present and will 
embolden the nazis to step up their attacks on all who 
do not fit into their view of the world. 
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Eleven nazis 


convicted for 


cowardly assault 


From Richard Slatt for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


ELEVEN GOTHENBURG NAZIS have been convicted for 
their part in an orgy of random violence, which they 
later claimed was revenge for a supposed left-wing 
attack on their friends. 

None of the victims of the nazi violence - which 
occurred on 2 April - had anything to do with the left¬ 
wingers that were the supposed target. All were 
innocent bystanders. The gang also wrecked the home 
of a couple who tried to intervene by calling the police. 

The nazi rampage was sparked by a rumour that four 
nazis - three young girls and a man - had been 
attacked by “extreme left-wingers”. Text and internet 
messages quickly mobilised a mob of nazis to the city 
centre. At the same time, about 15 people, all well 
known nazis from National Youth and a network called 
Gothenburg Free Nationalists, sat down in a nearby pub 
to hatch plans for “vengeance”. “I wanted to smash 
them f***ers up, I admit to that. I wanted to go there 
because I wanted to confront the reds,” one of the 
accused nazis, aged 21, told the police afterwards. 

Fuelled with alcohol, the whole mob boarded the 
tram to Stigberg’s Square. As they were getting off the 
tram, one of them noticed that a fellow passenger had 
dreadlocks and spat at him. When the man reacted, 
the nazis battered him to the ground, kicking his head, 
and attacked his girlfriend. 

A couple on their way home saw what was happening 
and reached for their phones to call the police. 
On seeing this, the nazis abandoned 
their first victim and turned their 
attention to the couple, who ran 
home with the nazis in hot 
pursuit. Although they 
managed to reach the 
door of their apartment, 
they were unable to lock it 
in time to keep the nazis out. 

Ten of the gang invaded 
the flat, knocked the owner 
to the floor, kicked him 
repeatedly and smashed 
every available object. One 
of the nazis waiting outside 
stated that it “sounded like a 
war in the apartment”. 

At the signal “Let’s move”, 
the nazis disappeared into 
the night, heading back to the 
main square with a new target 
in mind: a place called the 


House of Music, where, they claimed, their friends had 
been attacked earlier in the day. 

A concert was in progress when the nazis arrived. 
They immediately attacked a group of teenagers, 
mainly punks, sitting on the steps to the building. 
In the clash, in which a nazi screamed “All punks are 
communists”, a woman was battered with a wooden 
signboard. 

After attacking more innocent bystanders, the nazi 
gang fled. The police picked many of them up later, 
almost all drunk, and arrested several. “I was so drunk 
that I could barely walk,” one of those convicted 
stated to the police. 

Mike Mattsson, a former leading National 
Democrats activist in Gothenburg, was imprisoned 
for five years and also convicted for possession of a 
firearm used outside his home in December last 
year. The rest of the convicted nazis, aged between 
17 and 28, will spend between 18 months and three 
years in jail. 


Gothenburg 

nazis 

proclaim 

the city 

“communist 

free” 


Gothenburg 

Free 

Nationalists 
at nazi rally 
Photo: Expo 
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Nadeem Butt 
of the Anti- 
Racist Centre 
compares the 
Democrats 
with Vidkun 
Quisling 


Racist party calls 
for ban on Islam 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 

NORWAY’S NEWEST RACIST party, the Democrats, 
has called for a ban on Islam in the wake of the 
London bombings. 

Religious and humanitarian leaders reacted to the 
misnamed Democrats’ demand with shock and 
disgust. Lars Gule, the general secretary of Norway’s 
large Humanist Association, branded it “idiocy”. 

The Democrats’ onslaught on democracy and 
religious freedom was published on the website of their 
branch in Nordland by Amund Garfors, their county leader. 
Referring to Islam, Garfors rants: “We must not tolerate 
this ideology of hatred, disguised as religion. It must be 
destroyed the same way Hitler's Nazism was destroyed and 
its followers should be kicked out of western countries.” 

Later he raves: “Muslims who live among us must be held 
responsible! They must either leave Islam or be forced to 
leave non-Muslim countries. Islam IS terrorism. Islam MUST 
be banned.” 

Garfors is no exception in the Democrats. Their leader, 
Vidar Kleppe, has made similar statements and demanded 
that the Justice Minister and the police security service 
should force all Muslim leaders to make statements against 
terrorism, something that both the Muslim Council and 
the Muslim Association have already done on several 
occasions. If the Muslim leaders do not obey, Kleppe wants 
the state to close down the mosques. 

The Oslo Anti-Racist Centre has urged school pupils to turn 
their backs on speakers from the Democrats at school and 
local election meetings. According to the Centre’s leader, 
Nadeem Butt, the Democrats are so extreme that political 
parties, religious communities and humanitarian organisations 
should join forces to fight them and what they stand for. 

“The last person who tried to ban a religion in Norway was 
the wartime traitor and German puppet, Vidkun Quisling”, 
Butt explained and, referring to the annihilation of half 
of Norway’s Jewish population, “we all know the 
consequences of that”. 

“It is close to idiocy when someone in a society says 
something like this, it builds up contradictions in a way I 
thought belonged to the past”, commented Anne Sender, 
head of Oslo’s Jewish community, while Birgit Misfjord of 
Norwegian People’s Aid condemned the Democrats’ policy 
as “completely far out”. She urged people who oppose the 
Democrats to “go ahead, show them your backs”. Gule too 
supports the policy of turning one’s back on the 
Democrats’ speakers. 

While the Democrats’ leaders are doing all they can to 
alienate themselves from democratic values, local party 
branches seem intent to pour as much petrol as possible 
on the flames of controversy. 



A website of the Democrats’ branch in Hurum, a small 
fjord community south of Oslo, proclaims itself a “Muslim- 
free zone”. The reason for this assertion is that the local 
Democrats were mortified that an internet surfer had 
allegedly visited their website through a server in Pakistan. 
To prevent any more Muslims from exercising their curiosity, 
the Democrats decided to password-protect parts of their 
website so that only non-Muslims can access it. 

Frank Aarebrot, a well known Norwegian psephologist, 
immediately described this as “abominable”. “This is 
absurd ... this is racism. The party is something between 
the Progress Party and the Christian fundamentalists”, 
he told the local newspaper, Drammens Tidende. 
The Democrats responded by comparing the bearded 
Aarebrot with a “muezzin at the top of a mosque”. 

Instead of trying to limit the damage, Kleppe gave 
his numerous enemies still more ammunition by backing 
the “Muslim-free zone”. “We are a democratic party”, 
Kleppe proclaimed. “If those in Hurum mean to have 
a Muslim-free zone, I support it. We are true democrats.” 
He added that his party links Muslims with forced marriage, 
violence and murder. 

On 14 July, Muslim, Christian and Jewish leaders 
gathered at the office of Oslo’s bishop and, after observing 
two minutes’ silence for the victims of the London 
terror bombings, issued a joint statement denouncing 
extremism. They also affirmed their intention to work 
together for human dignity and for a safer community in 
the Norwegian capital. 

This is bad news for Kleppe and his Democrats. Instead 
of being able to appeal to Christian fundamentalist voters 
and pose as a friend of the Jews and Israel, he now faces 
opposition from Oslo’s very conservative bishop in alliance 
with Jewish and Muslim leaders. 
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POLAND 

Homophobia and 
antisemitism as 
extremists prepare 
for election 

From Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy 
Wiecej and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 

THE EXTREME RIGHT-WING League of Polish Families 
(LPR), assisted by its skinhead-dominated youth wing, 
All-Polish Youth (MW), has been arguably the most 
active political party in Poland in the run-up to this 
autumn’s general election. Opinion polls indicate the 
LPR will receive around 15% of the vote but past results 
have generally exceeded predictions. 

The LPR and MW received a temporary boost after 
leading a campaign against a Gay Pride march in 
Warsaw on 11 June. Mayor Lech Kaczynski bowed to 
their pressure and threats and banned the event for the 
second consecutive year. A few weeks later, an appeal 
court determined that Kaczynski’s ban was groundless 
and the march went ahead with the participation of 
numerous defenders of human rights and several senior 
left-wing politicians. 

Thugs from the MW opposed the march physically 
and a week later staged their own 1,000-strong 
“Normality Parade” through the streets of Warsaw 
without any attempt by the mayor to ban it. At the rally, 
Wojciech Wierzejski, an LPR MEP and MW veteran, 
called for discrimination against homosexuals “in all 
spheres of life” and vowed to ban all homosexual 
organisations “when the LPR comes to power”. 

The general public was outraged by a statement by an 
MW activist to a TV news programme in which he 
praised Hitler’s solution to the “gay problem”. But it must 
be said that the LPR’s violent homophobic campaign has 
won the party some sympathy among certain sections of 


society, including elements of the Catholic Church. 

Despite its rabidly extremist politics, the LPR is part of 
the Independence/Democracy Group in the European 
Parliament together with the UK Independence Party 
and the Dutch Christian Union among others. Earlier 
this year, the head of the Dutch Christian Union’s 
Service and Development department approached 
Searchlight s Polish sister organisation, Nigdy Wiecej 
(Never Again), for information about the LPR’s 
antisemitism. Afterwards he wrote, “You have confirmed 
my concerns”. Despite this, no action seems to have 
been taken to expel the LPR from the group. 

At another recent rally, the LPR officially presented its 
presidential candidate, Professor Maciej Giertych, son 
of Jedrzej Giertych, the hardline antisemitic ideologist of 
the 1930s. Speeches at the rally were peppered with 
antisemitic references to the alleged “Talmudic 
morality” of the LPR’s opponents. Maciej Giertych is the 
leader of the LPR’s contingent of MEPs. 

In mid-July the LPR suffered a serious political blow 
when half of its 10-strong group of MEPs left the party to 
join a rival group on the far right, the Patriotic 
Movement (RP). The RP is a new organisation created 
with the support of Father Tadeusz Rydzyk, the 
notoriously antisemitic director of Radio Maryja, a 
Catholic-nationalist radio station with a mass audience. 
A pilgrimage of Radio Maryja supporters to 
Czestochowa in July gathered around 200,000 
participants. 

It is doubtful, however, whether Rydzyk’s new political 
outfit can replace the LPR, which has already secured a 
strong foothold in the Polish parliament and has 
realistic hopes of being part of a new governing 
coalition. In fact the LPR is slowly parting company with 
its former core support base of elderly listeners of Radio 
Maryja and its parliamentary candidates include several 
young activists from the MW. One of them is the MW 
leader in Gdansk, Gregory Sielatycki, a man closely 
associated with nazi skinhead circles. 

A pluralist Coalition against the MW, formed by the 
Never Again association, the left-wing Workers 
Democracy and feminist groups organised a picket 
against the “Normality Parade” under the slogan 
“Fascism is not normal”. The picket received 
sympathetic coverage in almost all the national media. 

The next months will prove decisive for the future of 
the extreme right in Polish politics and anti-fascists have 
pledged to continue watching, exposing and combating 
the LPR and other far-right groups. 
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Whether Roma or Gypsy, 
the unemployment and 
segregation are the same 

From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 

AFTER THE END of the Second World War, Gypsies in 
western Europe did not wish to be called Gypsies, preferring 
the term Roma or where appropriate Sinti. In Hungary, 
however, both “Gypsy” and “Roma” are current and used 
variously in a correct and a pejorative context. 

Gypsies are officially recognised as a national minority in 
Hungary but their history is poorly known. Although there is 
documentary evidence of their presence in the country 
since the 14th century, it is probable that the ancestors of 
today’s Gypsies fled from the northwest of India after the 
spread of Islam. 

The Nazis planned as early as 1941 to deport the Gypsies 
but did not immediately do so after they occupied Hungary 
in March 1944 because they and their Hungarian 
accomplices were so preoccupied with “solving” the 
Hungarian “Jewish question”. 

Neither the German nor the Hungarian authorities had 
the energy to deal with the Gypsies during this period of 
frantically murderous activity. An indication of this is that 
Hungary’s national and regional archives contain hardly any 
documents that mention the Gypsies from SS 
Obersturmbannfuhrer Adolf Eichmann, who was in charge 
of the deportation of the Jews, or from his staff or any other 
official German organisation. 

That started to change in autumn 1944 when the 
Hungarian military and civil authorities, in the rapidly 
diminishing territories still under their writ, tried to organise 
Gypsy forced labour companies following the example of the 
Hungarian Army’s Jewish forced labour service. 

The fascist Arrow Cross’s Gypsy policy was characterised by 
its randomness and lack of coordination. Sporadic deportations 
did take place but only in a few counties and some of the 
deportees (mothers with small children, the old and the sick) 
were released from the reception camp at Komarom. 

When in spring 1945 the Arrow Cross authorities tried to 
intern the Gypsies on the few hundred square kilometres of 
territory still under their control, county administrations 
responded with passive resistance. The Hungarian historian 
Laszlo Karsai calculates the number of Hungarian Gypsies 
interned, deported or enrolled into forced labour companies 
at around 5,000. The number of Gypsy dead he estimates 
at a few hundred. 

The tribulations of Hungary’s Gypsies did not end with the 
Red Army’s liberation of Hungary because when land was 
distributed under a postwar land reform few Gypsies 
received any. 

It is estimated that the number of Roma in Hungary 
increased from 320,000 in 1971 to 570,000 in 2003 but 
the real size of Hungary’s Gypsy population remains 
unknown. 

According to Hungarian sociologists, those whom society 
views as Gypsies have to be counted as such. However, in 



the last census in 2001 only 189,984 Hungarian citizens 
defined themselves as Gypsy and human rights activists 
believe that the number of Gypsies has been exaggerated - 
for different reasons - both by representatives of the 
Gypsies and by right-wing extremists. 

The Hungarian Roma, who constitute the majority of 
Hungary’s Gypsies, speak only Hungarian but there are 
two smaller groups, the Hungarian and Gypsy-speaking 
olah ciganyok and the Hungarian and Romanian-speaking 
Bea Gypsies. 

Thirty years ago, only 14% of Hungary's Gypsies lived in 
cities. Today, almost 50% do so. The increase is only partly 
the result of population movement and partly because 
some rural settlements have been accorded urban status. 
More than two-thirds of Gypsy families continue to live in 
segregated surroundings in poor areas, a situation that 
successive governments have done very little to change. 

Traditionally, education has been a route out of 
impoverished circumstances but Gypsies are disadvantaged 
even in this field. For example, 88% of Hungarian children 
aged three to five years attend pre-school centres or 
kindergarten compared with only 42% of Gypsy children. 
Only 80% of Roma pupils finish compulsory education and 
only 1% are at university. 

According to popular myth, Gypsies were given more help by 
the communist Kadar regime than Hungarians. The opposite 
is true. In 1961 the Communist Party decided to get rid of 
separate Gypsy settlements and the Gypsies were “rehoused” 
in so-called “C-flats”. These flats, built at the margin of urban 
settlements, had minimal comfort and no bathrooms. The way 
this programme was implemented was a humiliation for the 
Gypsies because Hungarians received better flats. 

In 2003, only 28% of Roma men and 15% of Roma 
women were employed. Before 1990, many Gypsies were 
employed in the building industry, which collapsed as a 
result of the change to a market economy. Between 1985 
and 1993 almost 55% of all Gypsy jobs disappeared. 
Gypsies were invariably the first to lose their jobs and, more 
often than not, also their rooms in cheap workers’ hostels. 
In Budapest alone about 20,000 residents of such hostels 
were thrown out onto the streets. 

A prime cause of the Gypsies’ poor situation in the 
current labour market is their lower level of formal 
education but a close second is that the majority of Gypsies 
live in the parts of the country where jobs are scarcest. 
There is also sometimes discrimination. A Gypsy won a 
court case recently after proving that an employer rejected 
him solely because he belonged to a national minority. 

The income per capita of a Roma household in 2001 was 
just above half the Hungarian national average. By 2003 it 
had fallen to one-third. About 20% of Gypsy families can 
just about live on their income, but are unable to save or 
acquire capital goods. Four-fifths of Roma only just manage 
to exist on the barest minimum income. About 56% of 
Roma households have incomes within the lowest ten per 
cent in Hungary. 

Despite their widely held prejudices about Gypsies, the 
majority of Hungarians know very little about the Roma. 
Since the middle of the 1990s, there have open racist 
attacks and discrimination. Gypsies are often excluded from 
pubs and guesthouses and anti-Gypsy articles have been 
published in Magyar Forum, the weekly paper of the 
extreme right-wing MIEP party. 

During the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s most Gypsies at least 
had a regular income which is no longer the case. Sociologists 
are very gloomy about their job prospects. The slow, irregular, 
inhibited and contradictory integration that had developed 
over several decades has unravelled, to be replaced by 
segregation, marginalisation, uncertainty and exclusion. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Mosque blaze suspect a known fascist activist 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


A FASCIST ACTIVIST, Ben van der Kooi, has been 
arrested for a firebomb attack on Rotterdam's Djama 
Masjid Shaan-e-Islam mosque on 15 June, which 
burned out the ground floor and prayer room. 

The arsonist left clear clues to his politics by spray¬ 
painting slogans such as “Lonsdale” and “Theo, RIP”, a 
reference to the late Theo van Gogh, the filmmaker 
murdered in November 2004. He also left several white 
power symbols on the walls. 

Another slogan “Geen moskee op Zuid” (No mosque 
in South - a Rotterdam suburb) was a reference to the 
mosque's forthcoming move to a new location. Four 
days before the attack, the fascist Nationale Alliantie 
(NA) staged a demonstration of 40 people against the 
mosque's establishment in Zuid and called for all 
mosques in the Netherlands to be dissolved. 

Although anti-fascists had warned publicly that 
the march was aimed at inciting hatred and violence, 
they were not allowed to protest against the NA. 
When they tried to exercise their democratic rights to 
do so, the police removed some of them and 44 people 
were arrested. 

This enabled the NA to claim a victory, boosting its 
self-confidence. It was probably in this intoxicating 
atmosphere that the hardcore activist van der Kooi 
decided to put the NA’s violent words into action and 
torch the mosque. 

Van der Kooi, 31, was no foot soldier but walked with 
the NA leader Jan Teijn at the head of the NA march, 
behind the banner reading “Moskeen? Weg ermee!” 
(Mosques? Get rid of them!), wearing a red, white and 
blue T-shirt. 

Van der Kooi joined the Nieuwe Nationale Partij 
(NNP) at the end of the 1990s, together with his younger 
brother who became its chairman. Since then he has 
been active in no fewer than three Dutch extremist 
organisations: Nieuw Rechts, Leefbaar Rotterdam (the 
Rotterdam party of the late Pirn Fortuyn) and the NA. 
In addition he is or has been a member of the List Pirn 
Fortuyn (LPF), the Vlaams Blok, Stormfront Nederland 
and the OSL, a bunch of ultra-rightist Cold War veterans. 

On the internet, he parades his fascination with 
burning mosques, or “hate-barracks” as he calls them, 
and sympathises strongly with youngsters convicted of 
setting them on fire in the aftermath of the van Gogh 
murder. He has even posted a series of photos that 
he took of a burnt mosque in Vianen, a town some 
distance away from Rotterdam. He also travels abroad to 
the Lega Nord headquarters in Italy and to Voorpost 
meetings in Belgium. 

The national television programme Opsporing 
verzocht (Wanted), which appeals for help in solving 
crimes, showed film of van der Kooi, biking with a 
jerrycan in the area of the mosque at the time of the fire. 


He was arrested three days later, forcing the NA to try to 
distance itself from the arson by claiming that van der 
Kooi was not an NA member. Yet in the 18 months of the 
NA's existence, he has been at almost every one of its 
meetings, has recruited people and dragged them to 
meetings and demonstrations, spread propaganda 
wherever he could and even makes all the banners for 
the party's demonstrations. 

But more NA supporters seemed to support van der 
Kooi than condemn him. The party leadership was 
forced to close the discussion forum on the NA's website 
because too many people were expressing approval of 
the arson attack. 

The NA has threatened people who have connected the 
party with the mosque fire and called for “severe 
measures” against those who insist on doing so. The party 
has also been griping that “the Dutch cannot go about 
their business like the ‘Hofstad group' [the group the 
authorities suspect of the murder of Theo van Gogh] can”, 
since two of them were released. Whether they mean that 
the NA or “the Dutch” should have the right to set fire to 
mosques without being arrested is unclear. 

That the NA is a party of convicted fascists, national 
socialists and antisemites is so well documented it Ben van der 
needs little explanation here. Nor should the fact that it Kooi (left) 
spawns people who would burn mosques cause any and Jan Teijn 
surprise. Hopefully, van der Kooi's potentially lethal head the NA 
activities will open the eyes of the wider public to the march 
fascists' violent intentions and anti-fascists will be against the 
allowed to prevent the NA from using Rotterdam as their new mosque 
playground. Photo: Kafka 
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A retrospective look at 
civil rights era murders 

By Leonard Zeskind for 
IREHR and Antifa-Net 

ON 21 JUNE, 41 years to the day after Michael 
Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew Goodman were 
murdered by a Klan killer squad, Edgar Ray Killen, the 
man who ordered their deaths, was finally convicted of 
second degree murder in Philadelphia, Mississippi. 
When they died the three young men were part of a 
campaign to register black people to vote and gain basic 
citizenship rights that had been denied during decades 
of apartheid-like segregation. The Mississippi 
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan burned homes 
and churches, assassinated civil rights activists and 
otherwise attempted to keep the Jim Crow system in 
place through terror and intimidation. In this they were 
assisted by the state government, local officials 
including sheriffs and compliant all-white juries (see 
Searchlight April 2005). Almost all of these criminal acts 
went without justice at the time, and this most recent 
trial was the first state murder case brought by local 
officials in this particular case. 

The trial itself was not without its ironic moments. 
A former mayor testified on Killeris behalf that the Ku Klux 
Klan he knew was simply a fraternal order devoted to the 
public good. And newspaper photos of the 80-year-old 
Killen invariably pictured the defendant in a wheelchair 
strapped with oxygen tubes in his nose. But in the end, a 
jury of local black people and whites reflected the new 21st 
century consensus in Mississippi, “convict the killer and 
put this case behind us”. The 1964 murders and the 
campaign of arson and violence which surrounded it were 
depicted in the movie Mississippi Burning and had 
become an icon of the civil rights era and the tendency of 
all-white juries in the South to let Klan killers walk. Many 
Mississippians yearn to be free of that legacy. 

Now it seems this trial and conviction will be the last 
of its kind. According to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger 
reporter Jerry Mitchell, whose investigative reporting 
reopened several of the best known murders, Killeris 
conviction is the 22nd since 1989, when state and 





county prosecutors began to readdress the past. 
The Klansman who killed the Mississippi NAACP field 
secretary Medgar Evers in 1963 was finally convicted 
three decades later in 1994. The mastermind behind the 
murder of the Mississippi state NAACP president Vernon 
Dahmer in 1966 was convicted in 1998. Two of the 
bombers in the 1963 killing of four young black girls at a 
Birmingham, Alabama church were brought to trial in 
2001 and 2002 and convicted. 

Justice Department officials are looking again at the 
1955 lynching of 14-year-old Emmett Till in Money, 
Mississippi, although the suspects in that case are dead. 
Other murders, including that of the Florida NAACP 
leaders Harry and Harriette Moore in 1951, are getting 
some new attention, but are most likely to join the list 
of killings for which justice will never be done. And the 
role of state government bodies such as the Mississippi 
Sovereignty Commission in these murders will remain 
unexamined in a court of law, at least for the 
foreseeable future. 

Nevertheless, several senators are now proposing that 
a “cold case” unit be created in the Justice Department 
to pursue outstanding and unresolved cases. Legislation 
enabling such a unit and providing funds for it had not 
passed at the time Searchlight went to press, however, 
and hurdles in the House are likely to be higher than 
those in the Senate. 
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Addie Mae Collins, 
Carole Robertson, 
Cynthia Wesley and 
Denise McNair, 
victims of the 
Birmingham church 
bombing (above left) 


The Mississippi trial did occasion one other 
remarkable outcome. In an overwhelming voice vote, 
the Senate passed a resolution formally apologising for 
its failure to pass a federal anti-lynching law during the 
early decades of the 20th century. Lynchings were a 
particularly brutal phenomenon where three or more 
persons killed someone accused (often wrongly) of 
simple violations of the dominant racist etiquette. 
(Emmett Till was lynched after being accused of 
whistling at a white woman on the street.) Although 
whites were lynched in some number before 1900, the 
crime itself was largely committed without sanction by 
whites against blacks until World War Two. 

These vigilante murders were often public events and 
pictures from that period depict crowds of white 
onlookers surrounding a black man hanging in a tree 
after he had been mutilated. In several cases, these 
brutal events were celebrated by whites who issued 
postcards with the pictures printed on one side. 
Southern senators blocked repeated attempts to enact 
federal anti-lynch legislation. In 1930, one senator from 
Alabama justified his vote with the statement that: 
“Whenever a Negro crosses this dead line between the 
white and the Negro races and lays his black hand on a 
white woman, he deserves to die”. By any definition, the 
murder of Schwerner, Chaney and Goodman in 1964 
was a lynching. 


The Senate’s apology, much like the recent prosecution 
of decades-old Klan killings, are an attempt to make 
amends for the past. And like the former mayor who 
testified that the Klan was a benevolent fraternal order, 
there are those senators who believe that they have no 
amends to make. Two of those were Mississippians - 
Trent Lott and Thad Cochran. Both were noticeably 
absent during the voice vote. As Searchlight readers 
might remember, Lott has been entangled in numerous 
racist run-ins, including exposure of his ties to the white 
nationalist Council of Conservative Citizens. And the 
white nationalist response to these developments is 
completely predictable, of course. On the Stormfront 
website, one message described Killens’s conviction as, 
“another decrepit old man tossed on the blazing pyre 
of tolerance”. 

Despite the white nationalist fantasy, there is no new 
“pyre of tolerance” blazing in the current 
administration. No apology for slavery is likely to appear 
on the Senate's docket as that might energise claims for 
reparation payments to the sons and daughters of 
slaves. The Bush administration will not change course 
on civil rights law enforcement, which a recent study 
showed to be in significant and marked decline. 
Measures designed to redress current levels of 
discrimination, such as affirmative action, remain in the 
dead letter box. And a recent report by the NAACP 
showed the colour bar getting higher in large 
corporations, locking out black-owned businesses and 
black executives. 

Nevertheless, these prosecutions in the South are 
much like the commemoration of Dr Martin Luther 
King’s birthday in a federal holiday each January. 
The dead and the martyred cannot be brought back to 
life. The horror of racist terror cannot be adequately 
remembered except by those who lived with it. But the 
struggle for justice is the only honourable answer to 
these crimes. 


Above: Martin 
Luther King. 
Inset: Medgar 
Evers, 
another 
victim of a 
Klan killer 
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Arrests uncover 
shady defence 
organisation with 
neofascist links 



By Alfio Bernabei 

THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT may have facilitated 
rather than hindered the work of an illegal 
organisation that was set up by neofascist activists 
spearheading a potentially paramilitary agenda similar 
to that of the Gladio/Stay Behind secret network that 
spread across Europe after the Second World War. 

The organisation called DSSA (Dipartimento Studi 
Strategici Antiterrorismo or Department of Anti¬ 
terrorist Strategic Studies) is the offspring of the 
neofascist Destra Nazionale Nuovo MSI (New Right, 
New MSI). It takes its political inspiration from Giorgio 
Almirante, a volunteer in Mussolini’s army and co¬ 
founder of the neofascist MSI (Movimento Sociale 
Italiano) after the Second World War. 

The DSSA has been able to operate unhindered over 
the past few years and may have extended its tentacles 
abroad. It appears to have enjoyed the protection of 
the authorities and to have been able to access data 
from government departments. 

It was the local anti-terrorist police in Genoa, 
northern Italy, acting independently from the central 
authorities, that last month brought the DSSA to book 
and ordered the arrest of two of its leaders, Gaetano 
Saya and Roberto Sindoca. 

The move came as part of investigations into the 
killing in Iraq of Fabrizio Quattrocchi, an Italian 
described as a “bodyguard”, but who may also have 
been entrusted by the DSSA with surveillance or tasks 
similar to those of the SAS. It may take years before 
light is shed onto this murky business. 

It was soon after the 9/11 terrorist outrage in New 
York that Saya, leader of the neofascist Destra 
Nazionale, announced on a website the creation of a 
movement which later turned into the DSSA 
“dedicated to the defence of our freedom, our culture 
and our families” in preparation for “the third world 
war”. Saya claimed that neither the army nor the police 
would be sufficient to protect Italy in the face of 1.5 
million Muslims already in the country. 

Appealing for volunteers he stated: “We must set up 
our own self-defence system in the name of God, the 
family and our country”. Although it claimed to have 


peaceful aims, the Destra Nazionale website had a 
link to what has been described as a military 
supermarket in the United States, advertising Smith 
& Wesson weapons. Next to the Destra Nazionale 
logo the website displayed that of the CIA. Murkier 
and murkier. 

From these early stages Saya was able to develop a 
fully fledged DSSA vigilantes division, recruiting 
members from among the armed forces, the 
Carabinieri and the police across the country. 
Following the arrests of Saya and Sindoca, police 
searched the homes of dozens of members of the DSSA 
in nine regions and are understood to have recovered 
incriminating documents and weapons. 

Born in Sicily in 1956, Saya joined the police as a 
young man and became a secret service agent for Nato 
and for the Italian equivalent of MI5. He then joined a 
Masonic Lodge “with international affiliations” and 
finally decided to revitalise the neofascist movement 
which in his view had been “unjustly suppressed”, or 
rather diluted, by its ex-neofascist secretary 
Gianfranco Fini, now Italy’s Foreign Minister. Saya’s 
biography can still be found on the Destra Nazionale 
Nuovo MSI website alongside exhortations such as, 
“we want, most firmly, to restore iron discipline 
throughout the nation and we will succeed with the 
help of God”. The Destra Nazionale Nuovo MSI’s logo 
includes a flame that symbolises the one that burns on 
Mussolini’s tomb in Predappio. At least six neofascist 
parties use the same symbol. Fini himself wears it as a 
lapel badge. 

Saya claims that only Destra Nazionale Nuovo MSI is 
“the legitimate inheritor of the [Mussolini’s] ideal”. 
As for Sindoca, his title is given as “head of cabinet”, 
suggesting that he may have been in charge of the “six 
divisions” of the DSSA, presumably each of them 
headed by a “minister”. Sindoca is described as a 
criminologist who took part in the Italian 
investigations into Gladio/Stay Behind. 

As a stark reminder of the murky past in which the 
Gladio volunteers linked to Nato worked closely with 
neofascist terrorists and the subversive network of 
Licio Gelli’s P2, the Masonic Lodge to which Silvio 
Berlusconi also belonged, the website of Destra 
Nazionale Nuovo MSI displays a photograph of Gelli, 
who was prosecuted as part of a series of trials 
connected with the Bologna terrorist bombing of 1980 
in which 85 people died. The photograph bears a 
dedication by Gelli to Saya as a token of his “great 
esteem and sympathy”. 

Given the identifiable historical continuum of the 
neofascist matrix in the Gladio, P2 and DSSA 
organisations, all of them illegal, one may wonder why 
it took so long before this vigilante army with a self 
appointed agenda of fighting “the third world war 
against Islam” was brought to book. 

A possible explanation may lie in the words of Carlo 
Taormina, a prominent MP of Berlusconi’s Forza Italia 
party, who acted as defence lawyer for the SS criminal 
Erich Priebke. Instead of welcoming the arrests he 
praised the DSSA and made some startling revelations. 
“The DSSA”, he said, “was giving assistance to the 
Home Office, to the Defence Ministry and to the Italian 
Secret Services. It is therefore not credible that it was 
acting outside the law.” Taormina added that the 
authorities should be grateful for the work done by 
the DSSA. This seems to confirm once more that not far 
from the Prime Minister there is always someone ready 
to give public support to neofascist activists. 
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From the archives 



20 years ago 

August 1985 

Murder! 


The murderous war by racists 
against East London’s Asian 
communities reached a new 
pitch with an arson attack in 
which a pregnant mother of 
three was burned to death 
with her children. But despite 
clear evidence of organised 
fascist activity in the area and 
a history of attacks on the 
family’s house, some local 
police are refusing to 
concede that it might have 
been a racist attack. 

Mrs Shamira Kassan, eight 
months pregnant with her 
fourth child, died when 
firebombers struck at her Ilford home in the early hours of July 13. 
Also murdered were her three other children aged six, five and fourteen 
months. Her husband Mirza and his brother Nazir narrowly escaped death 
by leaping from an upstairs window. 

With their enquiries only two days old, police were already playing down 
the possibility that racists may have been behind the attack. One officer 
told the London Standard that, “We have not been able to confirm that it 
was a racist killing. We have not established a motive”. 
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Loyalist terror 
squad active in 
Britain 

The past three years have 
seen the arrest and conviction 
of a number of people active 
within British nazi and fascist 
organisations, such as the 
British National Party, Combat 
18 and the National Front, for 
gun running to Ulster loyalist 
paramilitary groups. 

These nazis have collected 
names and addresses of 
members of the Irish 
community in Britain for 
some time. Combat 18 
contacts in the postal services have intercepted their post and supporters 
of the Ulster Defence Association and Ulster Volunteer Force, in league 
with C18 and BNP activists, have attacked Irish people and premises 
in Kilburn. 

However, until now there has been little evidence of direct attacks on 
selected Irish targets. A trial that ended in late May at Bristol Crown Court, 
with a total of 15 years imprisonment imposed on two of the defendants, 
revealed clear evidence of a more organised campaign of violence. 
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minority community. An Islamic community living on 
the cusp of Europe’s most powerful financial centre. 

There is fear now - fear of reprisals and backlash. 
“The tension is so high around here you can almost feel 
it after the bombings,” says Abu, a Bangladeshi youth 
worker, as we sip sweet tea in Cafe Casablanca, opposite 
the old Whitechapel Bell Foundry. “Probably some big 
nasty war will kick off with the BNP as they ain’t making 
the situation easier.” 

But there is anger too. “I was asleep when it 
happened,” says Hassan, a young Somali I talk with in 
Cable Street, scene of the famous battle between fascists 
on one side and Jews and Communists on the other, in 
1936. “All I can say is why did we go to war? There are a 
lot of angry people out there. You can’t really blame 
them, just the Government - i.e. Mr Bliar.” He sucks 
between his teeth in disgust. 

Back in Whitechapel, behind the masjid, a series of 
peace buses have been hired to take local Muslims to the 
Trafalgar Square peace vigil. “There’s shock, fear and 
total disgust,” according to one of the mosque workers 
I speak to on top of the first bus (painted all black). 
“At first, we were hoping it wasn’t Muslims. In London, 
here in the East End, the community is solid. It’s not like 
those northern cities.” 

He sighs. “People are going to start talking about 
losing freedoms, soon. We’ll be looking at a police state.” 

“These people,” he adds, suddenly pointing at the air 
in front of us, “these bombers, they’ve got a military 
mindset. Loads of them volunteered for jihad in places 
like Afghanistan, Bosnia and so on. People thought they 
were being patriotic. They’ve made Bin Laden a hero.” 

My friend Siraj, a long-time community worker and 


“Hajji” (one who has completed the pilgrimage to 
Mecca) says he’s just “very sad” at how it’s all turned out. 
He’s angry at extremists threatening years of painstaking 
work tackling social exclusion, poverty, employment, 
community cohesion and drugs. Churches, mosques 
and trade unions have long united here in a unique 
alliance to fight low pay and injustice among the most 
vulnerable members of society. 

Of course, the “ummah” - the worldwide Muslim 
brotherhood and community - is felt as strongly here 
as anywhere. There were prayers said for Sheikh Yassin, 
the paraplegic spiritual head of Hamas who was 
assassinated by Israeli forces last year. The perceived 
injustices of Iraq, Afghanistan and other areas are 
felt keenly. There are at times disturbing levels of 
antisemitism. 

But Islam here has also been used as a healing force: it 
has rescued gang members from a life of violence. It has 
brought faith to imprisoned drug dealers, young men 
who once wrought ruin among their own communities. 
There are interfaith forums too: dialogue between Jew 
and Christian, Muslim and Jew. There are even young 
Jews returning to their historic heartlands: several are 
my friends. The mosque’s chairman, Dr Muhammad 
Bari, a lean, neatly dressed man who is also deputy 
secretary of the Muslim Council of Britain, told me from 
inside his sweltering, whitewashed office: “Although we 
feel differently about the injustices in Palestine, in Islam 
we are asked to live peacefully with our neighbours. 
We’re all people of The Book.” I had been hearing him on 
the radio and TV recently. Each time he condemned the 
bombs unreservedly, though now he too was worried 
about a backlash. 
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